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The May 11th meeting of the Dallas Amputee Network was held at Mariano’s Hacienda. There were 43 attendees; 24 were amputees, and 3 of those were there for the first-time. We welcomed Laura Husfeld, and Gary & Jeanna Scott who found us on the Internet. Calvin Rucker and Bill Wyland were newbies last month and they came back to join us again. Marge Eckert signed everyone in at the door. After dinner Dan Johnsen opened the meeting with a few announcements. 
PALS, the support group for the parents of limb-deficient and amputee children at Texas Scottish Rite Hospital, will have their Annual Picnic on Saturday. June 6th at 5:00 p.m. in the hospital playground. Please bring a side dish. 

Dr. Suh-Jen Lin of TWU brought a few signed petitions to send to Austin in support of Bill 806 mandating prosthetics Insurance parity for Texas amputees. Everyone was encouraged to contact their Texas representatives to vote for it.  Since our meeting it passed both the House and the Senate, and was finally signed by the governor. Two years ago the bill failed in the Senate, and the governor refused to sign it, in spite of many testimonies, petitions, e-mails and phone calls. This time there was an even greater outpouring of support from not only amputees, but prosthetists, family members, and many others who recognized the necessity of this legislation. Texas has finally joined the other states that have already passed this important mandate for insurance companies to at least match what Medicare covers for prosthetics, to ensure that amputees get what they need to work and live productive lives. 
www.dallasamputeenetwork.org

Hotline (972) 470-0505
RESERVE THE SECOND MONDAY IN JUNE FOR 

THE DALLAS AMPUTEE NETWORK!
Our next DAN meeting will be on Monday, June 8th from 6-9 p.m. at La Hacienda Ranch at 17390 Preston Rd in Dallas. It is at the SE corner of Summerside and Preston Road. Kathy Dyer from Easter Seals North Texas will tell us about the many benefits offered to amputees, and explain all the different programs designed to resolve the problems experienced by people with disabilities.
  ***Easter Seals started out as an organization devoted to crippled children, and has greatly expanded their service into other areas. You’ll be surprised at everything they cover!
Also, this is our first "Meet the Sponsors" night and all the great companies that have supported the Dallas Amputee Network are invited to come and join us.  This group could not function without the help of the prosthetists and individuals who have donated funds and referred new amputees to us. We appreciate them all, and welcome the opportunity to introduce them as vital contributors to our success. They may bring company flyers or business cards for the information table. Please make a special effort to attend this meeting, to show them what a strong and active group we are!
TurningPOINT of North TX will hold their Annual Extravaganza at Bachman Lake on Saturday, June 6, from 9-4 p.m. There are adaptive water sports, fishing, hand cycling, and much more. Enter the drawing for prizes! You can get more info about this exciting event by calling (972) 524-4231. 
Tommy Donahue has been an amputee for over 25 years and proposed a great idea to raise money for our support group. Every year he and his friends have celebrated him getting his first prosthesis. They have a party wearing special hats and shirts showing a silhouette of him drinking out of his prosthetic leg. Tommy brought some hats to the meeting with his logo, donated by M-Power Prosthetics, to sell for $10. He also told us about “Legapalooza XXIX” to be held on Sunday, January 31, 2010, from 2-10 p.m. at Milo Butterfingers, near Greenville and Southwestern in Dallas. It will be a huge bash with games, prizes, food, drinks and a band. Ideas for the fun are still rolling in; Tommy and his many friends are making his annual party a benefit for DAN! If you want to offer your time, energy, donations or ideas, call Tommy at (214) 641-6833.
PROGRAM:
Don Cummings is the Director of Prosthetics at TX Scottish Rite Hospital for Children, and has been a strong supporter of the Dallas Amputee Network for many years. He grew up in Ecuador and Panama where his parents worked in Christian radio, and his fluency in Spanish was helpful when he moved to Texas. While he was a freshman at LeTourneau University in Longview in 1978, he contracted meningococcal (bacterial) meningitis, which resulted in both legs having to be amputated below the knee. He said that now there is a vaccine that reduces the chances of contracting this dangerous disease. College freshmen are recommended to take this vaccine, but should consult their physicians first. Don was always very athletic before his amputations and, with his new prosthetic legs, he eventually learned new ways to participate in the sports he loved. His message to us is that all of us can make a difference in the lives of those around us, by our positive attitude and understanding what others may be going through. He told us about all the people that affected his choices and guided him during his long period of recovery. They all made a difference in his rehabilitation and his decision to go into the field of prosthetics.
He told us about how he appreciated all the encouragement he received from those he encountered along the way, and eventually he graduated from the Prosthetics/Orthotics program at UT-Southwestern Medical Center in Dallas. He has been Director of Prosthetics at Texas Scottish Rite for Children since 1987.
Being an amputee himself has given him greater insight as he works with limb-deficient and amputee children at Scottish Rite. He was extremely self-conscious about his image until he was with a group of teenagers and children in a swimming pool one time, and saw how free and uninhibited they were when in a group of their peers.  Young amputees can be more adaptable than adults in many ways, and are less concerned about what the general public thinks about their limb-deficiency.  There are more amputees than ever who are seen at special events, in restaurants and stores, out and about, going about their business, and living life to the fullest.  Where there’s a will, there’s a way; amputees are proof of that!
We thank Don for his interesting presentation, and it was great to meet his co-workers who came to hear him speak---Melissa Robinson, Kara Davis, Tony Hageman, and Brenda Watkins. It’s always such a pleasure and an honor to have him join us!

SPONSORS OF DAN:

** Advanced Arm Dynamics of Texas, LLC-     Dallas  (214) 260-3197

** AllTech Orthotics & Prosthetics- Cleburne, Dallas, Granbury  (817) 556-3699

** Excell Orthotics & Prosthetics- 

Denton  (940) 243-4198

** Doug Brooks, CEO of Brinker International and  Limbs for Life Board Member

** HBO2 Works LLC, Dr. Stanley Thaw- Hurst  

(214) 850-1780
** Hanger Prosthetics & Orthotics, Inc.- 

Dallas, Garland, Plano  (972) 226-6496

** M-Power Prosthetics and Orthotics  

Dallas  (214) 265- 5060

** O&P Designs, Inc.- Dallas, Garland  

(800) 886-6244

** Strobel & Associates Prosthetics, Inc. Plano  

(972) 516-9538

** Synergy Orthotics & Prosthetics 

Plano, Dallas  (972) 769-8344    
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