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The April 14th meeting of the Dallas Amputee Network was held at Mariano’s Hacienda. There were 33 attendees; 24 were amputees, and 3 of those were there for the first-time. We welcomed Calvin Rucker, Bill Wyland, and Phillip Hatfield as “newbies” to the group. Marge Eckert signed everyone in and entered all the amputees in the drawing for door prizes. Dan Johnson opened the meeting with a few announcements: PALS, the support group for   the parents of limb-deficient children at Texas Scottish Rite Hospital, will meet on Thursday, April 23rd at 7:00 p.m. on the 4th floor of the hospital.  A light supper will be provided as well as activities for younger children. 

Laws mandating prosthetics Insurance parity for Texas amputees are getting closer to being reality, thanks to all the people appealing to Texas legislators to pass the parity bill on the agenda. The House passed HB 806 and, after passing through the necessary committees, it’s now ready for the Senate vote. The bill failed to pass the Senate 2 years ago, and the governor refused to sign it, in spite of many testimonies, petitions, e-mails and phone calls. This time there was a tremendous outpouring of support from not only amputees, but prosthetists, family members, and others who recognize the necessity of this legislation. Fourteen states have already passed this important mandate, for insurance companies to at least match what Medicare covers for prosthetics. Recently there were 3 rallies in Austin at the capitol to offer testimonies and exhibit the voice of the people. Thanks go to Randy Mecca and Will Malmskog who represented Dallas in this important fight. Let’s hope Texas becomes the next state to ensure that amputees get what they need to work and live productive lives. 
www.dallasamputeenetwork.org

Hotline (972) 470-0505
RESERVE THE SECOND MONDAY IN MAY FOR 

THE DALLAS AMPUTEE NETWORK!
Our next DAN meeting is Monday, May 11th from 6-9 p.m. at Mariano’s Hacienda at 6300 Skillman in Dallas, across from SuperTarget.  The program will be “How You Can Make a Difference” and our speaker will be Don Cummings, the Director of Prosthetics at Texas Scottish Rite Hospital for Children. He grew up in Ecuador and Panama where his parents worked in Christian radio, and his fluency in Spanish was helpful when he moved to Texas. While he was a freshman at LeTourneau University in Longview in 1978, he contracted bacterial meningitis and ended up with two below-knee amputations. Eventually he graduated from the Prosthetics/Orthotics program at UT-Southwestern Medical Center in Dallas, and has been Director of Prosthetics at Texas Scottish Rite since 1987.

He will relate the story of his limb loss and recovery, emphasizing the people who helped him in so many ways to get better and move on. He was encouraged to continue doing what he was doing, and he stresses that everyone has the capacity and the opportunity to help others in different ways.  Come and hear his very interesting presentation!

The Annual ACA Conference will be held in Atlanta, Georgia, June 18-21. The DAN treasury will pay the registration fee for amputees, and those who would like to go should start making plans for lodging and transportation soon, since the early-bird deadline for registration is May 15. 
SPONSORS OF DAN:
Advanced Arm Dynamics of Texas, LLC- Dallas  (214) 260-3197

Excell Orthotics & Prosthetics- 

Denton  (940) 243-4198

Doug Brooks, CEO of Brinker International and  Limbs for Life Board Member

HBO2 Works LLC, Dr. Stanley Thaw- Hurst  

(214) 850-1780
Hanger Prosthetics & Orthotics, Inc.- 

Dallas, Garland, Plano  (972) 226-6496

M-Power Prosthetics and Orthotics  

Dallas  (214) 265- 5060

O&P Designs, Inc.- Dallas, Garland  

(800) 886-6244

Strobel & Associates Prosthetics, Inc. Plano  

(972) 516-9538

Synergy Orthotics & Prosthetics 

Plano, Dallas  (972) 769-8344    
PROGRAM:    Dr. Stanley Thaw gave a very interesting presentation about how hyperbaric oxygen therapy heals wounds and controls infections. The process involves spending a few hours in a pressurized hyperbaric chamber similar to a submarine, wearing a headset that infuses 100% pure oxygen directly into the lungs and subsequently all the tissues in the body. He gave several examples of successful treatments, one being the reattachment and healing of a man’s nose that was severed in an accident.  Two of our members in attendance (Paul McDonald and Mark Culbert) have used Dr. Thaw’s HBO2 Therapy successfully and would recommend the procedure highly.
Other facts about it are:
· Hyperbaric oxygen therapy (HBO2) has been used since 1943 when the U.S. Navy adopted it for treatment of decompression sickness and air embolism. Many people with diabetes develop persistent problem infections in foot wounds due to tissue hypoxia.
· Oxygen is a crucial factor in wound healing and the control of infection.
· Diabetics with risk of lower limb amputation may benefit from HBO2 therapy and they should be tested to see if it would help them.
· In most cases Medicare covers the cost.
To contact Dr. Thaw for more information, call HBO2Works at (214) 850-1780. 

After the program there was a drawing for door prizes which Dr. Thaw provided: Carla Pilcher. Joe Biegel, and Barbara Vaughn each won a $50 gift card to Mariano’s Hacienda, and the big prize of a $150 gift card to Del Frisco was won by Angel Martinez!             
Limbs for Life Foundation 

How can I apply for help from Limbs for Life? Please write a letter explaining your particular circumstances and your need for a limb. Include your name, address, phone number, and e-mail address (if you have one), so they can contact you. Send your letter to:

Limbs for Life Foundation

5929 N. May, Suite 511

Oklahoma City, OK  73112

 http://www.limbsforlife.org
There is an ongoing need for amputees to assist with students in the Prosthetics Program at UT Southwestern Medical Center.  The school pays amputees who serve as models to help students learn how to make and fit prostheses. If interested, contact Susan Kapp of the Orthotics and Prosthetics Department at (214) 648-1599.

WORDS OF WISDOM

“I've learned that you shouldn't go through life with a catcher's mitt on both hands; you need to be able to throw something back. I've learned that whenever I decide something with an open heart, I usually make the right decision. I've learned that even when I have pains, I don't have to be one. I've learned that every day you should reach out and touch someone. People love a warm hug, or just a friendly pat on the back. I've learned that I still have a lot to learn. I've learned that people will forget what you said, people will forget what you did, but people will never forget how you made them feel."    Maya Angelou

RESOURCES

DARS Regional Office 972-949-2400

CONTACT Adult Help Line 972-233-2233

REACH of Dallas 214-630-4796

SENIOR NET  972-808-9863 
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