+

                                 Newsletter

Volume 3             Issue 2          February  2009                                                 
DIRECTOR’S SPOTLIGHT

The February 9th meeting of the Dallas Amputee Network was held at Spring Creek Barbeque. Dan Johnsen opened the meeting with a few announcements: On March 10th there will be a rally for prosthetic parity in Washington, D.C. sponsored by the ACA (Amputee Coalition of America), and plans are being made for a rally in Austin as well. The Annual ACA Conference will be held in Atlanta, Georgia, June 18-21. DAN will pay the registration fee for amputees, and those who would like to go should start making plans for lodging and transportation soon. 
Ruth Morris has been limb-deficient since birth, and has several prosthetic arms for different uses. She has a Master’s Degree in Sociology and works at Advanced Arm Dynamics in Irving. Because of her background, her education, and where she works, she is quite knowledgeable about the stigma of limb loss, and has dealt with it all her life. We are very happy that she will be at our next meeting to tell her story. 
Robert Fennell spoke to the group in January about how he lost his arm in Viet Nam in 1967, and he touched on the subject of how the public views people with obvious limb loss. (Leg amputees can hide their prostheses under clothes.) He is very familiar with the stares, whispers and personal questions about his arm, when he is out in public. But he objects to people who pull their children away and scold them from asking him about it. He sees this as a good way to educate children about limb differences, and their curiosity is welcomed as a chance to explain and reassure them that   (
www.dallasamputeenetwork.org
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Our next DAN meeting will be Monday, March 9th from 6:00-8:30 at Spring Creek Barbeque in Richardson located at 270 N. Central Expressway (Hwy 75). It’s on the east service road between Belt Line Road and Arapaho. 

Ruth Morris and Robert Fennell will talk about “The Stigma of Limb Loss” and all members are invited to share their views in a group discussion. Any amputee out in public who has experienced stares, whispers and pity from strangers has to decide how to react and what to say when questioned about their limb loss. It depends on how we see ourselves, and also our reaction hinges on how we think other people see us. More amputees have been in the news recently, with the new prosthetics that help them live full and active lives. The public has to realize that anyone may possibly experience limb loss, and that amputees deserve the respect, privacy, and kindness that they would expect to receive themselves, if it happened to them.  Come and join us on the 2nd Monday in March and share your ideas!
RESOURCES

DARS Regional Office 972-949-2400

CONTACT Adult Help Line 972-233-2233

REACH of Dallas 214-630-4796

SENIOR NET  972-808-9863 
******************************************************** amputees live normal lives like everybody else, and are not to be avoided. Some people may want amputees to stay out of sight because they don’t fit in with what they consider “normal.”  But we (as normal amputees) are everywhere, and must never feel that we should hide from the public eye.

There is an ongoing need for amputees to assist with students in the Prosthetics Program at UT Southwestern Medical Center.  The school pays amputees who serve as models to help students learn how to make and fit prostheses. If interested, contact Susan Kapp of the Orthotics and Prosthetics Department at (214) 648-1599.

PROGRAM:

Two of our members have been amputees for over 25 years, and both were run over by out-of-control vehicles. But the similarity ends there. Thomas Green was a nine-year-old boy, fishing with his uncle, when he was struck by a drunk driver. Losing his leg did not stop him from being active in sports and marching band and he had a very interesting story to tell. He related how, as a young boy, he loved to run, jump, and play games, and he learned ways to excel at whatever he wanted to do. When his prosthetic leg broke down he went to the hardware store and found that he could fix it using screws, bolts and anything to hold it together. He played in his school marching band, carrying the biggest and heaviest horn, and once during a field competition, the leg came apart, but Thomas somehow was able to complete the routine with his band. Afterwards, when the leg fell of, and the crowd realized he had been marching with an artificial leg, they were shocked-- and gave him a standing ovation! Persistence paid off, and that’s how Thomas has lived his life, not with disability, but only ability!

Tommy Donahue was a college student in 1982. While putting gas in his car along a highway, he was mowed down by a hit-and-run driver, and rescued by a stranger who got help and visited him in the hospital afterwards. He never knew her name, but, with the help of James Ragland, a Dallas Morning News columnist, his search for his guardian angel ended when his story was seen by someone who knew her. This is also how we got to know about Tommy and his wacky sense of humor. He had some hats and shirts made with his special logo which he designed from one of his crazy experiences as an amputee. When he got a new prosthesis, his friends celebrated with him by taking turns drinking out of the socket. He showed us the hat he designed, with the image of a man drinking out of the leg. Tommy has never allowed his amputation to prevent him from enjoying life and a good career. He manages the Milo Butterfingers Club near Lower Greenville.  
We really enjoyed hearing about the lives of these two interesting guys, who never let anything stand in the way of what they wanted to do—very entertaining!

Our amputee support group is an all-volunteer nonprofit corporation and is classified as 501(c)3. If you or a company you are affiliated with would like to become a 2009 DAN sponsor, please call the HotLine, (972) 470-0505. We are very grateful for the companies and individuals who have supported us in the past. They are as follows:
Advanced Arm Dynamics of Texas, LLC- Dallas  (214) 260-3197

Excell Orthotics & Prosthetics- 

Denton  (940) 243-4198

Doug Brooks, CEO of Brinker International and  Limbs for Life Board Member

HBO2 Works LLC, Dr. Stanley Thaw- Hurst  

(214) 850-1780
Hanger Prosthetics & Orthotics, Inc.- 

Dallas, Garland, Plano  (972) 226-6496

M-Power Prosthetics and Orthotics  

Dallas  (214) 265- 5060

O&P Designs, Inc.- Dallas, Garland  

(800) 886-6244

Strobel & Associates Prosthetics, Inc. Plano  

(972) 516-9538

Synergy Orthotics & Prosthetics 

Plano, Dallas  (972) 769-8344    
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