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DIRECTOR’S SPOTLIGHT

The November 10th meeting was held at the Spring Creek Barbeque in Richardson. Dan Johnsen opened the program with a special welcome, and thanked everyone who braved the weather to join us. Karen Forrest, an amputee from McKinney, was the only first-timer, brought to the meeting by long-time member Rose Carter. Since Veterans Day is November 11th this year, we wanted to honor those members and visitors who have served in the United States Armed Forces and find out more about the Veterans Administration and what they do for veterans.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

PALS (Prosthetic and Limb Deficient Support) was founded by parents of amputee children, and sponsored by the Scottish Rite Hospital Prosthetics Department in Dallas. Their next meeting will be Saturday, December 6th, from 2-5 p.m., at the Texas Scottish Rite Hospital on Welborn in Dallas. There will be a buffet in the dining room and entertainment with door prizes. Families and guests are welcome and Santa will hand out goody bags to the children. Please bring canned goods or paper goods for area food banks. For more info call Brenda Staples at 817-473-4883.

Randy Mecca reported on the Monster Energy Disc Games that were held November 1st and 2nd and asked everyone at the meeting to sign the petitions for Prosthetic Parity. The goal is to get 1000+ signatures and to raise awareness for the need for Prosthetic Parity Laws in Texas and the United States.
www.dallasamputeenetwork.org

Hotline (972) 470-0505

RESERVE THE SECOND TUESDAY IN DECEMBER FOR THE DALLAS AMPUTEE NETWORK!

Our next DAN meeting will be Tuesday, December 9th from 6:00-8:30 p.m. at Mariano’s Hacienda at 6300 Skillman, just south of Abrams Road. It’s across from the Super Target at the corner of Larmanda and Skillman. We hope to have some athletes who were at the Paralympics Games in Beijing come and tell us about the Silver Medal won by the Texas Women’s Sitting Volleyball Team.
Advanced Arm Dynamics of Texas, LLC- Dallas 
(214) 260-3197

Excell Orthotics & Prosthetics- 

Denton  (940) 243-4198

Doug Brooks, CEO of Brinker International and           Limbs for Life Board Member

HBO2 Works LLC, Dr. Stanley Thaw- Hurst  

(214) 850-1780
Hanger Prosthetics & Orthotics, Inc.- 

Dallas, Mesquite, Plano  (972) 226-6496

M-Power Prosthetics and Orthotics  

Dallas  (214) 265- 5060

O&P Designs, Inc.- Dallas, Garland  

(800) 886-6244

Strobel & Associates Prosthetics, Inc. Plano  

(972) 516-9538

Synergy Orthotics & Prosthetics 

Plano, Flower Mound  (972) 769-8344    
A quote worth remembering…

“There is a destiny which bonds us together; none goes his way alone.  All that we send into the lives of others comes back into our own.”

PROGRAM
Dan Johnsen is the Webmaster and the Chief Technology Officer of the Dallas Amputee Network. Besides solving computer problems for us, he also manages the database and e-mail list, and distributes the newsletter to members as well as local professionals. He presented a very interesting and informative program for Veterans Day. Dan is a United States Air Force veteran who served in the Viet Nam Era from 1967 through 1975. During those years he was stationed at bases in Kansas, Florida, Washington, North Carolina and Thailand. His assignments included: 

· Tactical Air Command

· Tactical Air Warfare Center

· Military Airlift Command

· Pacific Air Force

We’re very proud that Dan is a member of our group, and we appreciate the nine years of service that he gave to our country during those terrible and troubled times. After Dan completed his service he got a VA home loan, and also took advantage of the education benefits provided by the VA.  Other benefits were contingent on annual income being under a certain amount.

Many of our members go to the VA Hospital in South Dallas, but the rest of us don’t know what they provide to veterans. First, Dan answered the question, “Just who is considered a veteran?”  The common dictionary definition of a military veteran is, "somebody formerly in the armed services," – nothing more, nothing less.  In the US, there are currently 23.4 million military veterans, and about a quarter of the nation's population is potentially eligible for VA benefits and services because they are veterans, family members, or survivors of veterans. Dan gave us some background on the VA. The Veterans Administration was established in 1930, and was elevated to cabinet status as the Department of Veterans Affairs in 1992.  This branch of the government administers benefits in the following areas:

· Compensation and Pension

· Education and Training

· Medical Care

· Home Loan Assistance

· Insurance

· Vocational Rehabilitation

· National Cemeteries (although, interestingly, Funeral Honors are provided by the Department of Defense!)

Many of us think of the VA in terms of providing prostheses for amputee veterans, but they also provide health care benefits, which were opened up to all veterans in the 1990s.

The only other veterans at the meeting were Lawrence Whitfield, who served in the U.S. Army Air Corps in WW II, and Joe Livingston, who served in the U.S. Army in Korea. They told a little about their experiences and were given a hearty, grateful round of applause.

The Dallas Amputee Network participated in a Diabetes Awareness Seminar at the VA Hospital in 2007, and in early 2008 some of us attended the first meeting of a new support group for amputee veterans. For more information about this group, contact Julie Allen who is head of Therapeutic Recreation, at (214) 857-1294. There is also a VA rep in Plano, John Cook, at (972) 881-3060. We plan to have more programs on veterans in 2009.

One of our members, Paul Lanciault, who has been an above-knee amputee since 2004, is currently working at the VA hospital, training to be a prosthetist. Previously he trained with Gary Strobel, our biggest sponsor and one of the very best prosthetists in the area, who brought him to one of our meetings. Gary has attended more of our meetings than any other professional and we appreciate his continual support. We’re very proud of Paul, and we wish him great success in his chosen field of prosthetics.  Hopefully, he’ll stay in the area when he becomes certified— as an amputee he will have additional insight into the problems of amputees and how to make the best prosthesis possible. We need him in Dallas!

IMPORTANT RESOURCES

DARS Regional Office 972-949-2400

CONTACT Adult Help Line 972-233-2233

REACH of Dallas 214-630-4796

SENIOR NET  972-808-9863
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