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The October 12th meeting of the Dallas Amputee Network was held at the Spring Creek Barbeque in Richardson. There were 30 attendees; two were first-timers: Jeff Ellard and Wesley Dunnahoo. Wesley found out about our support group on the Internet, and came to check us out. Thanks to our Webmaster, Dan Johnsen, for all the work he does on our Web site. It’s a great source of information about DAN and other things of interest to amputees. Jeff is a recent hip disartic amputee who was visited in the hospital by Will Smith even before he had the amputation. Will kept in contact with Jeff through the transition, and brought him to our meeting to meet everybody. Welcome to Jeff and Wesley!
After Randy Mecca opened the meeting, he told us about the “End of Summer Bash” held last month in Grapevine by RISE Adventures (Recovery, Inspiration, Success, Empowerment). RISE is an organization that benefits anyone with a physical limitation. The events are for those who enjoy an active lifestyle and sporting activities that involve skill, stamina and strength. All RISE programs are free, There were a lot of activities at this event, including water sports and disc golf. For more information about RISE, contact Paul Gray at (469) 474-4380 or at www.riseadventures.org. 
Mike Williams has an idea for raising money for the DAN treasury. He will collect and store items donated by our members for a Fall Yard Sale. He is willing to pick up all the donations and price them, then host the yard sale at his home in Garland. Anyone can participate the day of the sale; with the proceeds we will order our special little 2009 DAN pocket calendars that everyone seemed to like a few years ago. It would be nice to distribute them once again to promote our support group! Call Mike at 214-646-1273 if you have something to donate or if you would like to help him plan the sale.
.
www.dallasamputeenetwork.org

Hotline (972) 470-0505

RESERVE THE SECOND MONDAY IN NOVEMBER FOR THE DALLAS AMPUTEE NETWORK!
Our next DAN meeting will be Monday, November 10th from 6:00-8:30 p.m. at Spring Creek BBQ in Richardson located at 270 N. Central Expressway (Hwy 75). It’s on the east service road between Belt Line Road and Arapaho. The program will be a tribute to amputees who have served in the military. Some of our members will speak to us about their experiences, and any amputee who has been in the armed forces is invited to attend.
Sandy Seibert talked to us about one of her pet peeves—people who take Handicap Parking places without a handicap placard or license plate. Many times a truly handicapped person has to drive around and take a place in the back of the parking lot! We should all be aware when we see it, and call the police to come and ticket these people. Sandy has done this many times, and it’s also our responsibility to call attention to these violations. We have little notices to put on the vehicles, reminding people that these parking spaces are reserved for the disabled.  There will be more at each meeting, so we can let parking space violators know that we object. 

Sandy developed a DAN business card template 6 years ago so we had cards to give to amputees that we see in restaurants, stores, or any other public place, to let them know there is a support group for amputees and their families. If anyone would like personalized DAN business cards made up, please contact Sandy at 214-533-5836 or sseibert@tx.rr.com.
                        OUR SPONSORS
Advanced Arm Dynamics of Texas, LLC- Dallas 
(214) 260-3197

Excell Orthotics & Prosthetics- 

Denton  (940) 243-4198

Doug Brooks, CEO of Brinker International and           Limbs for Life Board Member

HBO2 Works LLC, Dr. Stanley Thaw- Hurst  

(214) 850-1780
Hanger Prosthetics & Orthotics, Inc.- 

Dallas, Mesquite, Plano  (972) 226-6496

M-Power Prosthetics and Orthotics  

Dallas  (214) 265- 5060

O&P Designs, Inc.- Dallas, Garland  

(800) 886-6244

Strobel & Associates Prosthetics, Inc. Plano  

(972) 516-9538

Synergy Orthotics & Prosthetics 

Plano, Flower Mound  (972) 769-8344    
PALS (Prosthetic and Limb Deficient Support) was founded by parents of amputee children, and sponsored by the Scottish Rite Hospital Prosthetics Department in Dallas. Their next meeting will be Thursday, October 23, starting at 7:00 p.m., at the Texas Scottish Rite Hospital on Welborn in Dallas. A light supper will be provided and there will be planned activities for younger children. The speaker will be our own Thomas Green, a member of DAN for a long time. Come and hear him!
The Monster Energy Disc Games 2008 will be held Saturday and Sunday, November 1st and 2nd at Dallas’ B.B.Owens Park (Walnut Hill and Plano Rd). It is an event intended for beginners who want to learn how to play the game of Disc Golf and other Disc Sports, as well as a great Charity event for experienced players. There will be prizes galore, so everyone will win something. This year we have several goals: 

1) Promote disc sports for exercise, recreation, and rehabilitation

2) Raise awareness for the need for Prosthetic Parity Laws in Texas and the US

3) Obtain 1000+ signatures on our Prosthetic Parity Petition

4) Raise funding to support 2009 Discgames.org events

5) Raise funds for the Dallas Amputee Network Youth Camp Scholarship Fund

Saturday’s FREE events include a Disc Golf Skills Clinic, as well as Distance, Accuracy and Maximum Time Aloft (MTA) competitions. Complete schedule and description of the events is available upon request, or on line. Wheelchair doubles, the Disc Golf Tournament and able-bodied rounds will run concurrently  Flex T-times for the experienced Disc Golfers are available Saturday and Sunday 10-4. Saturday night “Dinner in a Disc” Night Golf and Pumpkin Smash will follow at approximately 6:30 p.m. -- this may be paid for separately or as part of package (See “Player packages” on www.discgames.org).

There will also be a fundraiser comedy show on Thursday October 30th at 6:30 at the “Backdoor Comedy Club” located at the Doubletree Hotel at Campbell Center (I-75 and NW Highway). The show will be hosted by amputee funnyman Randy Mecca, and feature some of the area’s funniest stand-up comics. Tickets are $20 in advance, or $25 at the door.

We still need volunteers, sponsors and participants for our events (see Sponsors, Players, etc. online at www.discgames.org for details}. Contact Randy Mecca at 972-953-7368 or rmecca57@yahoo.com for more information. Come out and play in our event, sign our petition, and show your support for the Prosthetic Parity movement in Texas.

If you have a physical disability, you can participate in our ACA Youth Camp Scholarship fundraiser by obtaining a sign-up form, and having your friends and family sponsor you on a per-hole basis as an incentive for you to finish the course. All of the money raised will go to help send Dallas area kids to the ACA Youth Camp next summer in Ohio.   

The Limbs For Life Foundation collects used prosthetic limbs to send overseas to make new prostheses for amputees in third-world countries. They also help provide limbs for U.S. citizens. One of their main fund-raising events is the Dallas Golf Tournament to be held on November 14th at Castle Hills. For more info contact Craig Gavras at (405) 843-5174 or go to www.limbsforlife.org.
IMPORTANT RESOURCES

DARS Regional Office 972-949-2400

CONTACT Adult Help Line 972-233-2233

REACH of Dallas 214-630-4796

SENIOR NET  972-808-9863
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