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The May meeting of the Dallas Amputee Network was held at Steak and Ale in Dallas. There were 30 attendees—19 were amputees and the rest were family, friends or people in the medical field. At 7:00 Randy Mecca welcomed everyone to the meeting which was DAN’s 6-year anniversary. The only amputee who was there for the first time was Will Smith, a DAN member for several years but who lives too far away to come to a meeting. He came to speak to the group about his experience since he became an amputee and brought his wife and little boy with him.
Randy opened the May meeting with several announcements. TurningPoint is an organization for people with disabilities to enjoy fishing, camping, golf and water sports. They have many interesting activities listed in their newsletter at www.turningpointnation.org, or you can call Shorty Powers at (972) 524-4231 for more info.
RISE Adventures (Recovery, Inspiration, Success, Empowerment) is another place for those who enjoy an active lifestyle. All RISE programs are free, and include Sailing, Hand Cycling, Fishing, Camping, Hunting, Water Skiing, Kayaking, Archery, and Horseback Riding. Contact Paul Gray at (469) 474-4380 or at www.riseadventures.org for more information.
The Annual ACA Conference will be held in Atlanta, Georgia  June 19-22 at the Waverly Hotel. 
Registration will be paid for by DAN up until June 5th. Other expenses (transportation, lodging, meals) will be the responsibility of the attendee. For more info call ACA (Susan Tipton) at 1-888-267-5669. 
www.dallasamputeenetwork.org
PALS will have their annual family picnic on Saturday, June 14th, at the Texas Scottish Rite Hospital, starting at 5:00 P.M. Barbeque will be provided and everyone can bring a side dish to share. For more information call Brenda Staples at (817) 473- 4883 or (817) 907-0241
Goodwill Industries of Dallas, Inc. is an important resource for those seeking a better life. Their mission is to provide job training, employment, and personal growth opportunities for people with disadvantages, disabilities, and other barriers to employment. If you are interested please contact Jeff Ciejka at (214) 638-2800, Extension 146.
Program:
Jeff Lengl and Jerry McGee are long-time DAN members and ACA-certified Peer Visitors. They both had hip disarticulate amputations about 6 years ago due to trauma, and have spent countless hours helping new amputees to realize they are not alone.
 Jerry was extremely angry and uncommunicative in the beginning, but his father brought him to a DAN meeting and slowly he saw his life taking on a new meaning and now he’s our main Peer Visitor at Parkland Hospital. Jeff has gone through DARS to take business classes, and has recently earned a Bachelor’s Degree from University of North Texas.
Will Smith had a peer visit from Jeff when he had his hemipelvectomy amputation in 2004. He told the group about the stages he went through and how he learned to cope. He wants to become a counselor so he can help other amputees like he was helped.
Paul Lanciault had his leg amputated because of bone cancer, and went through a period of denial before he realized the only way to survive was to get on with his life. He decided to go into the field of prosthetics. He trained with Gary Strobel of Strobel Prosthetics and is currently working at the Dallas VA Hospital to finish his residency.
RESERVE THE SECOND TUESDAY IN JUNE FOR THE DALLAS AMPUTEE NETWORK!
Our next DAN meeting will be Tuesday, June 10th from 6-9 p.m. at the Steak and Ale at 9323 LBJ Freeway (Hwy. 635) just west of Abrams Road, on the north side service road. The program will be “Focus on Fitness” featuring Will Malmskog, who recently moved back to Texas. Also several of our members will tell the group what works for them and how important physical fitness is in keeping amputees strong and healthy. We all need to make the most of what we have left. The same private room will be reserved for us. For directions call (972) 690-1095.
William Malmskog, a Hollywood stuntman, lost his right leg below the knee in 2000 after an on-set injury.  Not one to give up, just 6 months after getting his first prosthetic he qualified as the first amputee firefighter in the history of California.  Based on his experience helping other firefighters get their jobs back, in 2002 he founded the Amputee Firefighter Association.

Will is a professional Firefighter, 2° Black Belt, Personal Trainer and Licensed Massage Therapist.  In 2002 he qualified for the US Paralympic Powerlifting Team.  He has also given many Fitness and Disability seminars internationally and is a regular presenter for the Challenged Athletes Foundation. We are very proud and happy that Will is back in Texas and we look forward to meeting him and hearing his story on June 10th.
If any DAN member would like to speak to the group to share the experiences that they went through and what helped the most in recovering, please call (972) 234-5966. You could also add anything to the newsletter that you think would benefit other amputees and their families.
***Six years ago, this support group was just an idea, and with the help of the ACA, Dallas-area prosthetists, and professionals in the medical field, the “seed of inspiration” took hold, and nine months later, the Dallas Amputee Network became a nonprofit corporation, with media coverage from the Dallas Morning News and the nationally distributed ACA magazine, inMotion.  Our first meeting in May of 2002 had only 16 attendees, but since then, DAN has grown in membership and has gained respect for its involvement in the children’s limb-deficient and amputee group (PALS) at Texas Scottish Rite Hospital of Dallas, the Student Modeling program at UT-Southwestern (Prosthetics and Physical Therapy), and Peer Visitation for new amputees through all area hospitals and rehab clinics. If you’d like to join us, call (972) 470-0505 or Ellen Fernandes at (972) 234-5966.

There is an ongoing need for amputees to assist with students in the Prosthetics Program at UT Southwestern Medical Center.  The school pays amputees who serve as models to help students learn how to make and fit prostheses. If interested, contact Susan Kapp of the Orthotics and Prosthetics Department at (214) 648-1599.
                        OUR SPONSORS
Advanced Arm Dynamics of Texas, LLC- Dallas 
(214) 260-3197

Excell Orthotics & Prosthetics- 

Denton  (940) 243-4198

Doug Brooks, CEO of Brinker International and Limbs for Life Board Member

HBO2 Works LLC, Dr. Stanley Thaw- Hurst  

(214) 850-1780
Hanger Prosthetics & Orthotics, Inc.- 

Dallas, Mesquite, Plano  (972) 226-6496

M-Power Prosthetics and Orthotics  

Dallas  (214) 265- 5060

O&P Designs, Inc.- Dallas, Garland  

(800) 886-6244

Orthopedic Solutions- Allen  

(972) 390-8412

Strobel & Associates Prosthetics, Inc. Plano  

(972) 516-9538

Synergy Orthotics & Prosthetics 

Plano, Flower Mound  (972) 769-8344             
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