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The April meeting of the Dallas Amputee Network was held at Mariano’s Hacienda in Dallas. There were 33 attendees— 24 were amputees, 5 were family and friends and 4 were in the medical field. The amputees who were there for the first time were Chad Stringfellow, Geri Davis, Dale Rude and James Davis. Dinner was paid for by Dr. Stanley Thaw, one of our most loyal supporters.

Randy Mecca opened the meeting with several announcements of upcoming events. On April 28th there will be a Prosthetic Parity House Party at Advanced Arm Dynamics in addition to other lobbying activities throughout the week - more details to follow.  Anyone interested can e-mail Ruth Morris at rmorris@armdynamics.com or call the office at 214-260-3197. TurningPoint is an organization for people with disabilities to enjoy fishing, camping, golf and water sports. They have many interesting activities listed in their newsletter at www.turningpointnation.org, or you can call Shorty Powers at (972) 524-4231 for more info.
RISE Adventures (Recovery, Inspiration, Success, Empowerment) is another place for those who enjoy an active lifestyle. Their mission statement is “to help persons with physical challenges gain independence through a learning experience in adaptive outdoor adventures and sporting programs.” All RISE programs are free, and include Sailing, Hand Cycling, Fishing, Camping, Hunting, Water Skiing, Kayaking, Archery, and Horseback Riding. Contact Paul Gray at (469) 474-4380 or at www.riseadventures.org for more information.
The Annual ACA Conference will be held in Atlanta, Georgia  June 19-22 at the Waverly Hotel. 
www.dallasamputeenetwork.org
     HotLine 972-470-0505

The Dallas Amputee Network will pay the registration fee for anyone who wants to attend. The deadline for the discounted rate of $235 is May 19th, 2008. Other expenses (transportation, lodging, meals) will be the responsibility of the attendee. Details of the schedule of events are in the Mar/April issue of inMotion. Susan Tipton at the ACA can be reached at 1-888-267-5669.
Program:

Dr. Stanley Thaw of HBO2works, L.L.C. gave an interesting presentation on the many benefits of hyperbaric oxygen therapy (HBO2), which promotes healing of persistent infections, a common problem of many diabetics that frequently leads to lower limb amputations. Major facts about it:
· Hyperbaric oxygen therapy (HBO2) has been used since 1943 when the U.S. Navy adopted it for treatment of decompression sickness and air embolism. Many people with diabetes develop persistent problem infections in foot wounds due to tissue hypoxia.
· Oxygen is a crucial factor in wound healing and the control of infection.
· Diabetics with risk of lower limb amputation may benefit from HBO2 therapy and they should be tested to see if it would help them.
· The patient is seated in a hyperbaric chamber to administer tissue oxygenation throughout the body, thus helping to heal the wound.
· Medicare pays for the test that determines if HBO2 therapy would be beneficial, and covers the treatments necessary to heal the wound.
Transportation would be provided to and from the facility for treatments. For further information call Dr. Stanley Thaw at (214) 850-1780 or go to sthaw@hbo2works.com.

Our featured speaker was Thomas Hutter, the Director of Volunteer Services at CONTACT, a crisis/suicide hotline in Dallas. He was introduced by Carla Pilcher, one of our members who has been volunteering at the center for over 6 months. After her left arm was amputated last year she had a tremendous need to be needed so she took an extensive training course and started volunteering at CONTACT, working 5 shifts per week. Because of her dedication to CONTACT and its callers in need, plus taking extra shifts over the holidays, she was named December Volunteer of the Month.
Thomas told us that CONTACT is not only a team of volunteers trained to handle calls from those who may be contemplating or threatening suicide, but they also provide an outlet for callers who just need someone to listen to their problems, and answer questions about where to get help. The adult help line, (972) 233-2233, is answered 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, and there is also a Teen CONTACT help line, (972) 233-TEEN(8336). Both lines are free and confidential, and offer crisis intervention, emergency aid, and information/referrals to anyone in need, “Where help begins with listening.”
For those interested in becoming part of the CONTACT team as a Crisis Line Specialist, there are monthly training classes. Call Thomas Hutter at (972) 233-0866 or go to www.contactcrisisline.org.
Six years ago, this support group was just an idea, and with the help of the ACA, Dallas-area prosthetists, and professionals in the medical field, the “seed of inspiration” took hold, and nine months later, the Dallas Amputee Network became a nonprofit corporation, with media coverage from the Dallas Morning News and the nationally distributed ACA magazine, inMotion.  Our first meeting in May of 2002 had only 16 attendees, but since then, DAN has grown in membership and has gained respect for its involvement in the children’s limb-deficient and amputee group (PALS) at Texas Scottish Rite Hospital of Dallas, the Student Modeling program at UT-Southwestern (Prosthetics and Physical Therapy), and Peer Visitation for new amputees through all area hospitals and rehab clinics. If you’d like to join us, call (972) 470-0505 or Ellen Fernandes at (972) 234-5966.

There is an ongoing need for amputees to assist with students in the Prosthetics Program at UT Southwestern Medical Center.  The school pays amputees who serve as models to help students learn how to make and fit prostheses. If interested, contact Susan Kapp of the Orthotics and Prosthetics Department at (214) 648-1599.

RESERVE THE SECOND TUESDAY IN MAY FOR THE DALLAS AMPUTEE NETWORK!
Our next DAN meeting will be Tuesday, May 13th from 6-9 p.m. at the Steak and Ale at 9323 LBJ Freeway (Hwy. 635) just west of Abrams Road, on the north side service road. Several of our members will tell their stories: what caused their limb loss and how they felt at the time, what things helped them recover, and what they’re doing today. We’ll have the same private room reserved as before. For directions, call (972) 690-1095.
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Advanced Arm Dynamics of Texas, LLC- Dallas 

(214) 260-3197

Excell Orthotics & Prosthetics- 

Denton  (940) 243-4198

Doug Brooks, CEO of Brinker International and Limbs for Life Board Member

HBO2 Works LLC, Dr. Stanley Thaw- Hurst  

(214) 850-1780
Hanger Prosthetics & Orthotics, Inc.- 

Dallas, Mesquite, Plano  (972) 226-6496

M-Power Prosthetics and Orthotics  

Dallas  (214) 265- 5060

O&P Designs, Inc.- Dallas, Garland  

(800) 886-6244

Orthopedic Solutions- Allen  

(972) 390-8412

Strobel & Associates Prosthetics, Inc. Plano  

(972) 516-9538

Synergy Orthotics & Prosthetics 

Plano, Flower Mound  (972) 769-8344
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