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DIRECTOR’S SPOTLIGHT

Our October 9th meeting was held at Mariano’s Hacienda in Dallas. Randy Mecca opened the meeting with a special welcome to Pat Robbins and her sister, Kathy, who were there for the first time. Jim Tucker, one of our long-time members, had surgery recently and a card was passed around wishing him a speedy recovery. Howard Ellis is still at Presbyterian Hospital in Room 541, and would like to hear from DAN members. His phone number is (214) 345-7541.

PALS (Prosthetic and Limb-deficient Support) is having their Halloween Party on Thursday, October 25th, at Texas Scottish Rite Hospital on the Cafeteria Level. A light supper will be served at 7:00. There will be a costume contest and planned activities for younger children; guests are welcome. The speaker will be Ruth Morris, a congenital below elbow amputee who has been wearing a prosthesis since she was 6 months old. She works for Advanced Arm Dynamics and is an active member of DAN. 

Gena Swett from the Regional Office of DARS (Department of Assistive and Rehabilitative Services) in Arlington came to speak to our group and explain all the ways that they help amputees. Quite a few of our members have been helped by DARS. She passed out literature covering all the benefits for people who want to work and live independently. If you’d like more information, call her at (972) 949-2423.
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           “Un-Limb-ited Possibilities”
HAPPENINGS AROUND THE ASSOCIATION

RESERVE THE SECOND TUESDAY IN NOVEMBER  FOR  DAN!    
On Tuesday, November 13th, at 6:00 p.m., we’ll be at Mariano’s Hacienda, 6300 Skillman at Larmanda, Dallas. Call (214) 691-3888 if you need directions. Friends and family members are welcome to attend. 

                     Editor’s Corner

If you have anything that would be of interest to the group please send it to me at goodsonpg@verizon.net so we can get it in the newsletter. The look of the newsletter may change from month to month depending on the amount of needed space

Randy Mecca has organized  a 3-day event, with a comedy show on Friday, October 26 at Mardi Gras on Stemmons Freeway, and Disc Golf Games on Saturday and Sunday, October 27 and 28.  There’s a schedule of events for the Monster Energy Disc Games on Page 4 of this newsletter.

Limbs For Life is a 501(c)3 organization which provides prostheses for amputees with little or no insurance and also sends used prosthetics overseas to make new prosthetic devices for land mine victims. The Dallas Amputee Network has regularly donated old previously used limbs and materials to this organization. If you or someone you know has any to contribute, please call (972) 470-0505 to arrange a pick-up time and place.

Limbs for Life Foundation
How can I apply for help from Limbs for Life?
Please write a letter explaining your circumstances and need.  Include your name, address, phone number, and e-mail address (if you have one), so they can contact you. Send your letter to:
Limbs for Life Foundation
5929 N. May, Suite 511
Oklahoma City, OK  73112
www.limbsforlife.org
HUMAN SIDE


For amputee, a big step

Posted by the Asbury Park Press on 10/10/07

BY SHANNON MULLEN
STAFF WRITER

In almost all respects, Brian Hansen thinks he’s got great health insurance.

He’s got a $15 co-pay for doctor’s visits and medications. He’s got 100 percent coverage for hospital visits.

He had no complaints, really — that is, until he needed a prosthetic leg and learned the maximum lifetime allowance was $1,000, with a  $200 co-pay. A thousand dollars? A basic prosthesis costs 10 times that much. You can't buy a wooden peg for $1,000 today.

Hansen, 50, of Keyport, a diabetic since childhood, lost his job as a hazardous materials training technician after he tore off a toenail and developed a dangerous infection that led to the amputation of his toe. Subsequent amputations of his other toes, half his foot and finally his left leg, above his knee, had wiped out his life savings and driven him into debt. He and his wife, Fran, didn't know how they'd come up with $10,000, even if that was his only shot at ever walking again.

But Tuesday he did walk. Just a few, tentative steps — but after all he's been through, it felt like reaching the surface of a very deep, dark sea after a long time underwater, and seeing the sun again.

"It's amazing," an ecstatic Hansen said afterward. "It felt great to be standing and to put weight on my two legs again. I haven't done that in two years."

At Hansen's side was Robert Manfredi Sr., looking equally pleased. It was Manfredi's charity, Angels with Limbs, that made the moment possible.

Manfredi, 70, of Rumson, is the co-founder of Manfredi Orthotic & Prosthetic, a company that's been a fixture in downtown Long Branch for the past 50 years. Three years ago, in an ironic twist, Manfredi himself wound up needing a prosthetic leg after a diabetic-related amputation; he says he's one of only 10 people in the world right now with a computerized ankle joint.

Manfredi retired at the time, handing the business over to his son, Robert Manfredi Jr. Eager to remain active, the elder Manfredi founded Angels with Limbs, a nonprofit organization that uses parts of donated prostheses to fabricate new limbs for New Jersey residents who are underinsured or don't have health insurance.

The charity helps about a dozen people per year. Among its recent projects was fitting an Ocean County man with a state-of-the-art, $50,000 computerized prosthetic knee that the previous owner had bequeathed to the charity. The man has returned to work and participated this summer in the Manfredi company's annual tennis clinic for its prosthesis-wearing clients.

Campaign for fairness
The Hansen’s insurance problems aren't unusual, according to the Amputee Coalition of America.

The advocacy organization says coverage for limb loss varies widely among insurance companies, which sometimes evaluate coverage on a case-by-case basis. For example, the ACA found at least eight different companies in New York that are restricting or eliminating coverage for prosthetics. The restrictions vary from financial caps of $1,000 or $2,500 to excluding repairs or even limiting a person's benefit to one prosthesis per lifetime.

The organization is leading a national campaign in support of state legislation that would bar such practices and create parity among insurance providers. Seven states have adopted such laws, and bills are pending in another 24 states, including New Jersey.

In the meantime, Angels with Limbs has provided the Hansens with a lifeline they desperately needed.

Brian Hansen's toenail injury in 2005 sent them on a two-year downward spiral. Despite the amputations of his toes and foot, and heavy doses of OxyContin, Hansen was in excruciating pain because of recurrent infections and circulatory problems.

"All I did was sleep, wake up in pain, sleep, wake up in pain. It was no way to live," Hansen said. "I sat there at night screaming, I was in so much pain. It was rough on my daughter (Isabella), a 12-year-old, seeing all that."

The prognosis was bleak: Hansen was told he'd need to keep having amputations to deal with the problem. When he asked if there were any alternatives, one doctor presented him with four options. Hansen chose the only one guaranteed to end his pain: pre-emptive amputation of his leg above the knee. He had the surgery at Jersey Shore University Medical Center, Neptune, on July 17.

"They gave me my life back the day they amputated my leg," Hansen said.

Next step: rehab
Hansen said he erred in not checking his coverage for a prosthesis before he had the amputation. After his wife found out about the $1,000 maximum, she called around and discovered the prosthesis her husband needed would cost between $10,000 and $12,000. Her last call was to Manfredi Orthotic & Prosthetic. At the other end of the line, Jean Manfredi, who is Robert Jr.'s wife and an employee of the company, assured Fran that the company and her father-in-law's charity would do whatever they could to help.

On Tuesday, they made good on that promise, fitting Hansen with a moderately sophisticated prosthesis with a titanium pylon and a socket that will allow him to pivot on his foot, once he learns how.

"It's just been a nightmare, and now we're finally seeing a light at the end of the tunnel," Fran Hansen said after watching her husband take his first steps. "Thank God for Angels with Limbs."

Hansen's HMO will pay for a week's stay at Riverview Medical Center's rehabilitation hospital in Red Bank so he can learn how to use the very prosthesis that the company wouldn't cover in the first place. Hansen is too grateful right now to dwell on the irony of that.

"It's like a whole new beginning for me," said Hansen, who is hoping to return to work, eventually. "I'm looking forward to walking out of the hospital.”

***The next meeting of DASH (Denton Amputee Support & Healing) will be at The Smoke House in Denton on Wednesday, 11/14, at 6:00 p.m. Call Mark Culbert at (972)741-5888 for more information.
Monster Energy Disc Games 2007

Saturday, October 27th
9-10:00am - Late Registration

The first half of the day is free and is intended to both instruct, and determine the skill level of participants for afternoon tournament play. This year's distance results will be submitted to the Guinness Book of World Records in two categories, Distance from a wheelchair, and Distance for an Amputee. We encourage all who are interested to 

e-mail us for more details.
10:00am – 6pm - Flex T-times for Disc Golf 

Already know how to play?  Bring out some first-timers for a special prize. Please Pre-register by October 15th in order to receive tournament package and choice of disc the day of the event.

 10:00am-11:00am - Clinic and Skills tests 

Learn technique as well as rules of the games for competition.  

11:00am-Distance Competition

All players will receive 5 throws with discs of their choice and record best distance. Top 5 players in each division advance to finals for best-of-3 throws to determine winner.

12-00-1:00pm - Lunch break

1:00pm - Accuracy Competition 

All players will receive 5 throws with discs of choice. Players must land discs inside of three circles measuring 6 feet in diameter and whose center points are located 20, 30, and 45 feet away from the starting point. Points will be awarded for each disc that lands and stays entirely inside of the given “Target area.” Any throw which touches the line will be disqualified.   5 Points will be awarded for disc landing and staying inside 1st circle (20 feet away), 10 Points will be awarded for disc landing and staying inside 2nd circle (30 feet away), and 15 Points will be awarded for disc landing and staying inside 3rd circle (45 feet away). Points will be totaled and top 5 in each division will advance to finals.  

2:00pm - Maximum Time Aloft Competition
All disabled players will receive 5 throws with discs of choice and record “Hang time” or time aloft by stop-watch. The “Hang time” will be measured from the time when the disc is released by the player until the time it hits the ground. This is a modified version of MTA and contestants are NOT required to catch their own throws. Able-bodied players must catch own disc before it hits the ground. 
3:00pm - Wheelchair Doubles

Players in wheelchairs partner with able-bodied players (Disc Golf}

6:30pm - Dinner-in-a-Disc   
Enjoy dinner served in a Glow Disc and Putt for prizes.

7:30pm- Great Pumpkin Smash and Night Golf

Snuff out candles in Jack-o-lantern for prizes and night golf round (Glow discs required for night golf only)

Sunday October 28th
10:00am-4pm 

Flex T-times for Disc Golf  and games all day

6pm (Approx)- ACE run for prizes to follow last group in. ACE Pot will split if more than one hole-in-one is made. If no ACE in any round, all players will receive 3 shots for CTP after final round.

In past years we have limited tournament entries to those people with physical disabilities. This year’s games are open to anyone who wants to learn a new sport, and have fun.  All players will be eligible for prizes in their respective divisions. Gift certificates, dinners, prizes galore!

Our special cause this year is Prosthetic Insurance Parity…the need for the State of Texas to make it mandatory for private insurance companies to provide equal or better coverage than offered by Medicare.  For more information regarding our battle contact: Randy Mecca at (972) 238-2810 or rmecca57@yahoo.com.

    “We Want Parity Not Charity!”
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