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MISSION OF THIS SUPPORT GROUP:

· To foster an active network of people that will benefit everyone to some degree, not only by providing moral support, but also through a service-oriented source of information and communication for all amputees and family members
· To present programs and resource information to update members about new materials and techniques in prosthetics, and to promote physical fitness and social interaction for a healthier lifestyle, with “Un-limb-ited Possibilities”
· To provide peer visitors for new amputees in hospitals and rehab clinics, as well as models for students at UT Southwestern in Prosthetics and Physical Therapy
EXTRA JULY MEETING OF THE DALLAS AMPUTEE NETWORK
On Tuesday, July 24th, join us for dinner at Siciliano's Taste of Italy at 6:00 p.m. The address is 2210 W. Buckingham Road in Garland, between Garland Road and Shiloh, across from the North Garland High School. No program, just a dinner together with other amputees. They have offered us a special menu: $12.00 for one of 5 entrees, with salad, garlic bread, beverage, tax and gratuity included. They will take credit cards and cash but not personal checks. Hope to see you there for an evening of fun and good food!
The Denton Amputee Support & Healing (DASH) will hold its monthly meeting on the second Monday, August 13th, at The Smokehouse, 1123 Ft. Worth Drive, Denton, about 2 blocks south of I-35 E on Ft. Worth Drive, on the left. Dinner/Social Hour is at 6:30 pm and the meeting will start at 7:30 pm. For more info, call Mark Culbert at (972) 741-5888.
RESERVE  THE  SECOND TUESDAY IN AUGUST  FOR  DAN!    
On Tuesday, August 14th, at 6:00 p.m., we’ll be at Mariano’s Hacienda at 6300 Skillman (at Larmanda) across from the Super Target.  We’ll be talking about ideas for future meetings so bring the family; kids are welcome too! If you can’t come and you have some suggestions to improve the group, call Ellen Fernandes at (972) 234-5966.
DALLAS AMPUTEE NETWORK SPONSORS
We are very grateful for the companies and individuals who have supported us for 2007: 
Advanced Arm Dynamics of Texas, LLC- Dallas (214) 260-3197

Excell Orthotics & Prosthetics- Denton  (940) 243-4198

Doug Brooks, CEO of Brinker International and Limbs for Life Board Member

HBO2 Works LLC, Dr. Stanley Thaw- Hurst  (214) 850-1780
Hanger Prosthetics & Orthotics, Inc.- Dallas, Mesquite, Plano  (972) 226-6496

M-Power Prosthetics and Orthotics – Dallas  (214) 265- 5060

O&P Designs, Inc.- Dallas, Garland  (800) 886-6244

Orthopedic Solutions- Allen  (972) 390-8412

Strobel & Associates Prosthetics, Inc.- Plano  (972) 516-9538

Synergy Orthotics & Prosthetics – Plano, Flower Mound  (817) 430-9616

Meeting Notes and Announcements:

The July 10th meeting was held at Steak ‘N Ale in Dallas. Ellen Fernandes and Mark Culbert greeted everyone at the door. There were 39 attendees; 22 were amputees. After dinner, Randy Mecca welcomed everyone to the group and introduced Dee Whitfield, a recent above-knee amputee, who came for the first time with her husband, Lawrence. We were very happy to welcome them to the group and hope to see them again soon.
Amputees Across America are 4 bicyclists riding from the west coast to the east coast, meeting amputees along the way. They came through Texas last year and stopped at HealthSouth in Plano for a reception. Many DAN members were there to greet them and show support for their long journey cross-country. They came through again this year and there was a reception for them at Plano HealthSouth at 2:00 p.m. on Tuesday, June 26th. Members of DAN and DASH were there to welcome them to our area and encourage them on the rest of their ride, ending in Vero Beach, Florida. For more information about their agenda and to see pictures of them, go to www.amputeesacrossamerica.com.

Parkland Hospital’s Department of Psychiatry invited a group of us to their noon meeting to tell the students, doctors and residents about our support group and how important Peer Visitation is for new amputees. Jim Tucker moderated the panel comprised of Randy Mecca, Ellen Fernandes, John Heiser, Jerry McGee, Michelle Torina, and Joe Biegel. Each of us related how we became amputees, what brought us to DAN, and then we explained the different aspects of what we do, primarily Peer Visitation and student modeling for the Prosthetics Program at UT-Southwestern. We distributed DAN information and afterwards we were asked to visit a new amputee in Parkland. It was a very good session and hopefully we can do the same presentation at other area hospitals to bring more awareness of our importance to the amputee community.
Program:    The ACA Conference in Atlanta was held on June 15-17 and some of the DAN delegates who attended told the group what they saw and learned while there. Mark Culbert was at the Support Group Leaders’ Workshop where information was gathered and ideas were shared. He and Brook Haynes were also at the Peer Visitor Training class held after the last day of the Conference, so they are now ACA-certified and will receive their cards soon. There are now 28 ACA-certified Peer Visitors in the Dallas Amputee Network, more than any other support group in the country. We get calls from 8 area hospitals who request amputees from our group to visit new amputees, and through our Website we get additional requests for help with amputee problems.

Randy Mecca, Cassandra Trigg and John Heiser also spoke about the value of the ACA Conference and told about their experiences and what they learned. They appreciated the DAN treasury paying for registration and helping with expenses; we hope to have even more of our group represented next year in Atlanta, so we’ll need to do more fundraising!  
For more information about DAN and how you can become involved in our group, contact Ellen Fernandes at (972) 234-5966 or ellen@dallasamputeenetwork.org., or call our DAN Hotline at (972) 470-0505.
