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MISSION OF THIS SUPPORT GROUP:

· To foster an active network of people that will benefit everyone to some degree, not only by providing moral support, but also through a service-oriented source of information and communication for all amputees and family members
· To present programs and resource information to update members about new materials and techniques in prosthetics, and to promote physical fitness and social interaction for a healthier lifestyle, with “Un-limb-ited Possibilities”
· To provide peer visitors for new amputees in hospitals and rehab clinics, as well as models for students at UT Southwestern in Prosthetics and Physical Therapy
EXTRA JUNE MEETING OF THE DALLAS AMPUTEE NETWORK
On Tuesday, June 19th, join us for dinner at Siciliano's Taste of Italy at 6:00 pm. The address is 2210 W. Buckingham Road in Garland, between Garland Road and Shiloh, across from the North Garland High School. No program, just a dinner together with other amputees. They have offered us a special menu: $12.00 for one of 5 entrees, with salad, garlic bread, beverage, tax and gratuity included. They will take credit cards but cash is preferred. Hope to see you there for an evening of fun and good food!
The Denton Amputee Support & Healing (DASH) will hold its monthly meeting on the third Wednesday, June 20 (because of the ACA Convention) at The Smokehouse, 1123 Ft. Worth Drive, Denton, about 2 blocks south of I-35 E on Ft. Worth Drive, on the left. Dinner/Social Hour is at 6:30 pm and the meeting will start at 7:30 pm. The guest speaker will be Dr. Stanley Thaw from HBO2 Works, and Mark Culbert will report on the ACA Conference, which he plans to attend from June 14 through June 18. Call him at (972) 741-5888.
RESERVE  THE  SECOND TUESDAY IN JULY  FOR  D.A.N.!    
On Tuesday, July 10th, at 6:00 p.m., we’ll be at Steak ‘N Ale on the north side of 635/LBJ, just west of Abrams Road. Our delegates to the ACA Annual Conference will do the program, talking about their experiences in Atlanta, Georgia.  All amputees and their family and friends are welcome. Call Ellen at (972) 234-5966 for more information.
DALLAS AMPUTEE NETWORK SPONSORS

We are very grateful for the companies and individuals who have supported us for 2007: 
Advanced Arm Dynamics of Texas, LLC- Dallas (214) 260-3197

Excell Orthotics & Prosthetics- Denton  (940) 243-4198

Doug Brooks, CEO of Brinker International and Limbs for Life Board Member

HBO2 Works LLC, Dr. Stanley Thaw- Hurst  (214) 850-1780
Hanger Prosthetics & Orthotics, Inc.- Dallas, Mesquite, Plano  (972) 226-6496

M-Power Prosthetics and Orthotics – Dallas  (214) 265- 5060

O&P Designs, Inc.- Dallas, Garland  (800) 886-6244

Orthopedic Solutions- Allen  (972) 390-8412

Strobel & Associates Prosthetics, Inc.- Plano  (972) 516-9538

Synergy Orthotics & Prosthetics – Plano, Flower Mound  (817) 430-9616

Meeting Notes and Announcements:

The June 4th meeting was held at Mariano’s Hacienda in Dallas. Kathy Williams and Mark Culbert greeted everyone at the door. There were 27 attendees, 15 of whom were amputees. After dinner, Randy Mecca welcomed everyone to the group and introduced Greg Hewlett, an above-knee amputee for 31 years, who came for the first time with his sister. We were very happy to welcome them and hope to see them at future meetings.
Many people have been working hard to make Texas the 7th state to mandate that insurance companies provide at least the same coverage as Medicare for prosthetics and orthotics – this applies primarily to Texans in the workforce. The bill had gone through the House successfully but was defeated in the Senate, with Gov. Perry saying he would veto any prosthetics bill that came across his desk! Now we have to wait two years before it has a chance of passing again. Ignacio Maderas Jr., our lobbyist, worked very hard on behalf of all Texas amputees and we were all very disappointed, but we have to work even harder to gain more support for this bill and encourage everyone in the State Legislature to vote for it when the time comes. Contact Ignacio at IMADJR@aol.com or (512)-554-8508 for more information on how to help.
Amputees Across America are 4 bicyclists riding from the west coast to the east coast, meeting amputees along the way. They came through Texas last year and stopped at HealthSouth in Plano for a reception. Many DAN members were there to greet them and show support for their long journey cross-country. This year they will be at the Plano HealthSouth again at 2:00 p.m. on Tuesday, June 26th, and members of DAN and DASH are encouraged to come and welcome them to our area. The address is 2800 W. 15th St. in Plano. For more information about their agenda, go to www.amputeesacrossamerica.com.

DARS rep Sandra Usrey-Prudhomme came to our meeting to talk about the benefits that DARS (Department of Assistive and Rehabilitative Services) offers to amputees and to answer questions. She is at the Garland office and can be reached at (972) 485-6005.
Program:   Chris Summitt has been an active DAN member for a long time and had an interesting story to tell. He described his feelings from when he injured his foot in the line of duty, to when he made the decision to have it amputated. He came to one of our DAN meetings on crutches to meet some amputees, and was amazed at how upbeat and active we were, with energy and positive vibes infusing the room. Several male members showed him their prostheses and shared information and personal feelings with him. After his surgery and getting his first prosthesis, he came back to a DAN meeting and showed us how he could run again. He returned to active duty in the Denton Police Force and enjoys active sports with his children. We were all captivated and inspired by his interesting presentation and we thank him very much. The story on Chris from the Denton Record-Chronicle follows this newsletter. To finish off a great meeting, Greg Hewlett, our newest member, brought his guitar in and sang us his song, the “Pegleg Blues,” appealing to Senator Jane Nelson to vote for Amendment 16 (Insurance Parity for Amputees). Unfortunately the amendment was dropped, but we sure did enjoy Greg’s performance! And we’re very happy that he joined our group—talent, energy and humor; he fits right in! 
CHRIS SUMMIT’S STORY

“Giving up a foot to walk a mile-- A radical solution for an active patrolman, father”

Denton: Police sergeant chose amputation and prosthesis after he shattered his ankle

 By DONNA FIELDER Denton Record-Chronicle 

Published June 19, 2005

 
Chris Summitt knew the kind of father he wanted to be. He knew the caliber of police officer he aspired to be. The best way to achieve those goals, he decided, was to amputate his right foot. Now, despite an on-the-job injury that could have left him permanently on crutches, he not only can chase a fleeing suspect, but he's also the only dad in his 6-year-old son's class who can take off his foot for show and tell.

"I wanted to be able to jog along beside my son when he was learning to ride a bicycle. I wanted to carry my daughters upstairs to bed at night," Sgt. Summitt said. "I wanted to be a soccer coach. I couldn't do any of that with the other options. But with a prosthesis, I could."

Seven months ago he found a doctor who agreed with his decision to amputate his foot instead of undergoing the recommended surgeries. After the amputation, he was fitted with a state-of-the-art prosthesis that allows him to run and jump. The drastic measure, he believes, gave him back his mobility.  "It's a real leap of faith," he said. "If I hadn't had such a supportive wife and my faith in God, I don't know if I could have done it. But with Emily and a lot of prayer, the decision was easy. It made the most sense."

Sgt. Summitt, 34, married Emily in June 2003. She already had a son, Austin, whom she had adopted in Russia. Then the Summitts added Elena, 3, and Halle, 2, from China. Sgt. Summitt went to Denton to attend the University of North Texas in 1995 after graduating from J.J. Pearce High School in the Richardson school district. While earning a degree in criminal justice, he worked as a jailer for the Police Department. After graduation, he was hired as an officer and finished first in his police academy class.

On Oct. 23, 2003, Sgt. Summitt was a patrol officer working the night shift. He responded to a report of a burglar alarm at a business. He climbed steps cut into a concrete loading dock and started to check a door. It opened, and two masked men emerged. They ducked back inside, and Sgt. Summitt backed up for better advantage to cover the door. He stepped back and fell into the stairwell. The fall shattered his ankle. He radioed for help and, from his position on the ground, kept his gun trained on the door until other officers arrived. The burglars were caught. But his ankle was ruined.

He underwent surgery at the time and again months later. He still couldn't walk without crutches. Doctors said he had two choices: He could have surgery to fuse the ankle, making it permanently immobile; or he could have an ankle replacement. "Those are for geriatric patients," he said of the ankle replacements. "I found out that they are really for people who wouldn't be very active. With the level of activity I wanted, it would wear out in three years."

He set out on a quest for information. Through the Dallas Amputee Network, he learned there was another viable option: Cut off his foot.  It seemed radical at first. But Sgt. Summitt talked to another police officer who had chosen amputation and was back on the street. He learned about Dana Bowman, a member of the U.S. Parachute Team who lost both legs in a parachuting accident. Mr. Bowman received two prostheses, and now he parachutes again. Sgt. Summitt talked to his fellow officers and to his wife. "Emily would look at me and say, 'If it was my foot, I'd cut it off,'" he said. Mrs. Summitt said that once they decided on amputation, she had no doubts. They went through eight months of recovery after the accident, and her husband still was hobbling on crutches. Another surgery and five months of recovery, and he still couldn't walk. "I knew he'd be able to do it with amputation," she said. "I had tears of sadness and tears of scaredness, but also tears of joy because the surgeries were over."

The timing was tricky. After more than a year of being off work, Sgt. Summitt was eager to go back. Then Halle's adoption came through.  "I wanted to go to China to pick up my new daughter," Sgt. Summitt said. "I couldn't do that on crutches. I went back to work after the surgery, and six weeks later, they let me take three weeks off to adopt Halle. A lot of employers expect you to put your job before your family. The Denton Police Department is not that way." Officials even gave him leeway on his recent promotion to sergeant. He scored first on the test, but a sergeant has to be able to back up his officers. Could he do that? The city was willing to give him time.

"The promotion was supposed to be done by Jan. 1. The chief held it open until Feb. 15, when I was able to come back to work," he said. "They stood by me and gave me the time I needed to get healed." 

Capt. Scott Langford, who commands the patrol division, said Sgt. Summitt has shown tremendous courage. "I am happy to have him on my staff and appreciate his positive attitude, not only at work but in all aspects of his life," Capt. Langford said. The other officers don't cut him slack, Sgt. Summitt said. They don't try to compensate for any perceived disability. "I think they expect to see me prove myself, so they know if I'm backing them up, they can count on me." One day he'd like to earn a master's degree and try for another promotion. For now, he's happy to be a patrol sergeant, which he describes as the best job in police work. He plans to be with the department until his youngest daughter finishes college, he said. Then he'll retire. And he's a happy dad, romping with his three children on one foot he was born with and one foot that comes off when he goes to bed at night. He recommends that anyone with a problem like his contact the Dallas Amputee Network at www.dallasamputeenetwork.org. It's a good organization for support and advice, he said.

"A lot of people think an amputation is the end of the world," Sgt. Summitt said. "A lot of amputees really are disabled because they think they can't do it, and they don't try. It may sound a little hokey, but it really isn't about the disability. It's about the ability."

A version of this story appears in the Denton Record-Chronicle. Reprinted with permission by the Denton-Record Chronicle and the Dallas Morning News.
