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MISSION OF THIS SUPPORT GROUP:

· To foster an active network of people that will benefit everyone to some degree, not only by providing moral support, but also through a service-oriented source of information and communication for all amputees and family members
· To present programs and resource information to update members about new materials and techniques in prosthetics, and to promote physical fitness and social interaction for a healthier lifestyle, with “Un-limb-ited Possibilities”
· To provide peer visitors for new amputees in hospitals and rehab clinics, as well as models for students at UT Southwestern in Prosthetics and Physical Therapy
RESERVE  THE  FIRST  MONDAY  IN  JUNE  FOR  D.A.N.!    
On Monday, June 4th, at 6:00 p.m., we’ll be at Mariano’s Hacienda at 6300 Skillman in Dallas, near the Abrams/Skillman intersection.  Call (214) 691-3888 if you need directions to the restaurant. There will be no outside speakers or special programs; it will be a good time to get to know each other better and share information. If you have any questions or issues you’d like to discuss, bring it to the group so that those of us who are long-time amputees can try and help you. All amputees and their family and friends are welcome. 

DALLAS AMPUTEE NETWORK SPONSORS

 Our amputee support group is an all-volunteer nonprofit corporation and is classified as 501(c)3. Since we never collect dues from our members, we depend on tax-deductible contributions from our sponsors. If you or a company you are affiliated with would like to become a DAN sponsor for 2007, please call (972) 470-0505. We are very grateful for the companies and individuals who have supported us for 2006. They are as follows:

Advanced Arm Dynamics of Texas, LLC- Dallas (214) 260-3197

Excell Orthotics & Prosthetics- Denton  (940) 243-4198

Doug Brooks, CEO of Brinker International and Limbs for Life Board Member

HBO2 Works LLC, Dr. Stanley Thaw- Hurst  (214) 850-1780
Hanger Prosthetics & Orthotics, Inc.- Dallas, Mesquite, Plano  (972) 226-6496

M-Power Prosthetics and Orthotics – Dallas  (214) 265- 5060

O&P Designs, Inc.- Dallas, Garland  (800) 886-6244

Orthopedic Solutions- Allen  (972) 390-8412

Strobel & Associates Prosthetics, Inc.- Plano  (972) 516-9538

Synergy Orthotics & Prosthetics – Plano, Flower Mound  (817) 430-9616

Texas Anaplastology Services- Irving  (972) 467-6173

Meeting Notes and Announcements:

The May 7th meeting was held at Steak ‘N Ale. Ellen Fernandes and Mark Culbert greeted everyone at the door. There were 34 attendees, 25 of whom were amputees. After dinner, Randy Mecca welcomed everyone to the group and introduced the first-timers, Linda and Greg Narvaez.   We were happy to welcome them to the group and hope they join us at future meetings.
Disc Golf is an easy sport to learn if you can toss a Frisbee and know something about golf. Randy is our “discgolfmeister” and has played for years. He has offered to teach the techniques and rules to anyone interested in learning, and will be at the BB Owens Park at the NE corner of Plano Road and Walnut Hill (previously Kingsley) in Dallas on every Saturday following our general meeting. Meet him at the bulletin board in the main parking lot at 3:00 p.m. to start. For more information, call Randy at (972) 238-2810.

June 2nd  is TurningPOINT’s Annual Extravaganza at Bachman Lake, with plenty of adaptive water sports and other activities for everyone. Some of us have attended in the last 3 years and hope more of our group will go this year. It’s an all-day event with lots to do, and drawings for prizes too. Call Shorty Powers at (214) 212-1227 for details. 

Also on June 2nd the Prosthetic and Limb-Deficient Support Group for children (PALS) will hold their 13th Annual Family Picnic at 5:30 p.m. at the Scottish Rite Hospital playground. Barbeque will be provided; please bring a side dish to share (salad, fruit, chips, veggies). Call Brenda Staples at (817) 477-2968 for more information. 

Many people have been working hard to make Texas the 7th state to mandate that insurance companies provide at least the same coverage as Medicare for prosthetics and orthotics – this applies primarily to Texans in the workforce. The bill has gone through many processes already and is close to becoming a reality. Ignacio Maderas Jr., our lobbyist, has requested that everyone interested in passing this bill contact their representatives in Austin and encourage them to vote for this bill. Contact Ignacio at IMADJR@aol.com or (512)-554-8508 for more information.
The 2007 Amputee Coalition of America’s Annual Conference will be held in Atlanta, GA, from June 15 -17 at the Renaissance Waverly Hotel. The Early Bird full conference registration is $225 and includes all conference sessions, four meals, refreshment breaks, theme party, events and exhibits.   Room rates at the Renaissance Waverly Hotel are $119/night for up to two people. (Mention ACA for this rate.) This is the most important gathering of amputees from all over the world, with many informational workshops and seminars, as well as opportunities to meet and socialize with other people with limb loss. Members must pay their own travel expenses, but the DAN treasury will cover the $225 registration fee for the 3-day event, and the hotel room if shared with another DAN delegate. You must register before the ACA’s May 15 deadline to get the reduced rate. Susan Tipton of the ACA said there were still scholarships available for minorities: Native Americans, African-Americans, and Mexican-Americans. Call her and see if you qualify. Call ACA at 1-888-267-5669 or register online at www.amputee-coalition.org.

Program:   Michelle Torina and Bonnie Brawner were supposed to present a program about ways that people with limb loss adapt to do the things they want to do. Instead, the whole program was dedicated to testimonials from many members about how they found out about our group, why they joined, and how they were helped. Praise and admiration for Ellen Fernandes’ hard work in the past 5 years was greatly appreciated and was a complete surprise. The DAN group presented her with two dozen yellow roses and a beautiful trophy engraved with her name, with thanks for her making the support group such a huge success. A check for $400 from the members who contributed will make Ellen’s upcoming trip to Hawaii more enjoyable; she was completely shocked and very thankful for this outpouring of love and generosity from all the members of DAN.
In addition, a letter from the Amputee Coalition of America, signed by CEO and President Paddy Rossbach, commended Ellen for her dedication to helping all amputees, and congratulated the DAN group for their 5 years of service to the amputee community. Along with this was a large wooden engraved plaque of appreciation to DAN for being an outstanding support group and an example for other support groups to follow. Randy Mecca read the letter and plaque to the group and they were passed around for the members to read. Randy was instrumental in getting the recognition from the ACA, and we appreciate his work in making this happen.
After all the awards and testimonies which were videotaped by Ellen’s husband, Jerry, everyone enjoyed a piece of the chocolate 5-year anniversary cake (decorated with turquoise and white frosting), and the rest of the evening was spent socializing. It was a great celebration of the first 5 years of the Dallas Amputee Network. We have a lot to do to make this group even bigger and better in the future, and we’re off to a good start!
The next meeting of DASH (the Denton Amputee Support & Healing group) will be held on Monday, May 14, at the Smokehouse, 1123 Ft. Worth Drive, Denton, about 2 blocks south of I-35E on Ft. Worth Drive, on the left. Call Mark Culbert at (972) 741-5888.
EXTRA MEETING OF THE DALLAS AMPUTEE NETWORK
On Tuesday, June 19th, join us for dinner at Siciliano's Taste of Italy at 6:00 p.m. The address is 2210 W. Buckingham Road in Garland, between Garland Rd. and Shiloh, across from the North Garland High School. No program, just a dinner together with other amputees. They have offered us a special menu: $12.00 for one of 5 entrees, salad, garlic bread, beverage, tax and gratuity included. They will take credit cards but cash is preferred. Hope to see you there!
CONTACT NUMBERS

Ellen Fernandes----- (972) 234-5966

Sandy Seibert--------  (214) 533-5836

Paul McDonald------- (972) 226-0735

Randy Mecca-----------(972) 238-2810

Jim Tucker---------------(972) 233-4223

Debbie Berger---------(972) 529-0994

Michelle Torina-------(214) 668-1121
Bonnie Brawner-------(972) 998-0753
(THANK-YOU FROM ELLEN FOR THE SPECIAL TRIBUTE:)
Thanks to DAN Members, all those special people that pulled off the biggest surprise of my life:

Thank you SO very much for the biggest and best tribute that I've ever received, and I had no idea that it was coming! I truly expected Michelle & Bonnie to talk about amputee ideas and solutions, so I guess I was in shock when all of you at the meeting last night spoke about what DAN meant to you and how much you appreciated what I've done for the past 5 years.

I know I've helped a lot of people since DAN began but all the praise, love, and thanks heaped on me was so overwhelming that I couldn't even sleep last night, remembering all the wonderful things you guys said. And extra special thanks to those of you who organized and contributed to the 2 dozen roses, the DAN anniversary cake, the beautiful trophy with the DAN logo, the $400 check, and the ACA plaque of appreciation, signed by CEO Paddy Rossbach! And the framed letter from the ACA is going on my wall so I can look at it if I ever get discouraged and bogged down in the future. That’ll keep me going for a long time!
Love you all,

Ellen

