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MISSION OF THIS SUPPORT GROUP:

· To foster an active network of people that will benefit everyone to some degree, not only by providing moral support, but also through a service-oriented source of information and communication for all amputees and family members
· To present programs and resource information to update members about new materials and techniques in prosthetics, and to promote physical fitness and social interaction for a healthier lifestyle, with “Un-limb-ited Possibilities”
· To provide peer visitors for new amputees in hospitals and rehab clinics, as well as models for students at UT Southwestern in Prosthetics and Physical Therapy
SECOND TUESDAY—SECOND TUESDAY—SECOND TUESDAY
Our next meeting will be the second Tuesday, March 13th, at Mariano’s Hacienda at 6300 Skillman in Dallas, just south of Skillman and Abrams Road. The featured speaker will be Dr. Stanley Thaw of HBO2Works in Hurst. He will explain the procedure and the benefits of hyberbaric oxygen therapy, and has offered to pay for dinner for amputees who attend the meeting. Also Kacey Cartwright will introduce us to Advanced Bionics, a new treatment to relieve chronic pain. Dinner is served from 5:30 on, and the program starts at 7:00. Call (214) 691-3888 for directions to the restaurant. All amputees are welcome to attend, as well as friends and families.
DALLAS AMPUTEE NETWORK SPONSORS

 Our amputee support group is an all-volunteer nonprofit corporation and is classified as 501(c)3. Since we never collect dues from our members, we depend on tax-deductible contributions from our sponsors. If you or a company you are affiliated with would like to become a DAN sponsor for 2007, please call (972) 470-0505. We are very grateful for the companies and individuals who have supported us for 2006. They are as follows:

Advanced Arm Dynamics of Texas, LLC- Dallas  (214) 260-3197
Advanced Mobility Systems of Texas – Dallas & Ft. Worth (972) 270-7114
Excell Orthotics & Prosthetics- Denton  (940) 243-4198

Doug Brooks, CEO of Brinker International and Limbs for Life Board Member
Hanger Prosthetics & Orthotics, Inc.- Dallas, Mesquite, Plano  (972) 226-6496

M-Power Prosthetics and Orthotics – Dallas  (214) 265- 5060

O&P Designs, Inc.- Dallas, Garland  (800) 886-6244

Orthopedic Solutions- Allen  (972) 390-8412

Strobel & Associates Prosthetics, Inc.- Plano  (972) 516-9538

Synergy Orthotics & Prosthetics – Plano, Flower Mound  (817) 430-9616

Texas Anaplastology Services- Irving (972) 467-6173

MEETING NOTES: 
The meeting was held on Tuesday, February 13thth, from 6:00 to 9:00. There were 39 attendees, 26 of whom were amputees. Two recent amputees were there for the first time: Gloria Buckley and Dean Feemster. We were happy to welcome them to the group and hope they come back for future meetings.
Due to a family emergency, Kevin Garrison, the author/amputee/prosthetist from Florida could not present the program so we focused on insurance parity and 5 members spoke to the group about their insurance problems and why we all need to be involved, even if it does not directly affect us. The speakers were: Randy Mecca, Bill Teitelbaum, Michael Durbin, Paul Goodson, and Mike Hutchinson. 
Randy, Michael, Ruth Morris and Brook Haynes were in Austin for the press conference on January 29 to gain support from as many legislators as possible. There was TV coverage of the rally which was aired in Austin, and Frieda Borth of Round Rock sent it out by e-mail to our members. Also, there were several articles in various newspapers covering the event. At our meeting, everyone signed the “10-in-10” list supporting parity (get 10 additional signatures in 10 days), and yellow cards were distributed for us to send in to our representatives. An explanation of this major effort is as follows:
The Texas Coalition for Insurance Parity Services is a grass-roots movement to pass a bill to help all amputees get the prosthetics they need. The proposed bill will require all insurance companies to provide at a minimum the equivalent of what Medicare covers for prosthetics. Some insurance companies are trying to reduce benefits for prosthetic devices to a one-time, lifetime benefit of $2500, which does not even cover the cost of one prosthetic limb! Even if amputees have not had insurance problems so far, it’s possible that more insurance companies will try and limit prosthetic coverage. We need to pass this bill to ensure that all Texas amputees with insurance have the same coverage that Medicare provides. Our lobbyist, Ignacio Maderas Jr., would like to receive as many e-mails as possible from amputees who are concerned about this problem, with your background and circumstances that led to your amputation. Please give him details of the coverage you have and why you want this bill to pass so that you and other amputees can get the prosthetics needed to carry on with life. 
To get more information about this grass-roots effort, contact Ignacio Maderas at IMADJR@aol.com or (512)-554-8508, or contact Mary Uherek at (512) 867-5140 or muherek@austin.rr.com. 
· Michelle Torina and Bonnie Brawner will present a program in May (TBA)

· Kevin Garrison will come to tell his story and sign his book in April
· The Annual Conference of the Amputee Coalition of America will be held June 15-17 in Atlanta, Georgia, and any DAN member can be a delegate.

CONTACT NUMBERS

Ellen Fernandes----- (972) 234-5966

Sandy Seibert--------  (214) 533-5836

Paul McDonald------- (972) 226-0735
SEE YOU TUESDAY MARCH13TH AT MARIANO’S HACIENDA!

