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MISSION OF THIS SUPPORT GROUP:

· To foster an active network of people that will benefit everyone to some degree, not only by providing moral support, but also through a service-oriented source of information and communication for all amputees and family members
· To present programs and resource information to update members about new materials and techniques in prosthetics, and to promote physical fitness and social interaction for a healthier lifestyle, with “Un-limb-ited Possibilities”
· To provide peer visitors for new amputees in hospitals and rehab clinics, as well as models for students at UT Southwestern in Prosthetics and Physical Therapy
SECOND TUESDAY—SECOND TUESDAY—SECOND TUESDAY
Our next meeting will be the second Tuesday, February 13th, at La Hacienda Ranch at 17390 Preston Road in Dallas, at the Southeast corner of Summerside and Preston. The featured speaker will be Kevin Garrison, an amputee prosthetist from Florida who has written a very impressive book, “It’s Just a Matter of Balance” which describes his journey through the stages of transition into amputee life, and how he decided to go into the field of prosthetics. We are honored that he’ll be here to speak to us and sign copies of his book. He and his family are looking forward to seeing the sights in Dallas. Dinner is served from 5:30 on, and the program starts at 7:00. Call (972) 248-2424 for directions to the restaurant. All amputees are welcome to attend, as well as friends and families.
DALLAS AMPUTEE NETWORK SPONSORS

 Our amputee support group is an all-volunteer nonprofit corporation and is classified as 501(c)3. Since we never collect dues from our members, we depend on tax-deductible contributions from our sponsors. If you or a company you are affiliated with would like to become a DAN sponsor for 2007, please call (972) 470-0505. We are very grateful for the companies and individuals who have supported us for 2006. They are as follows:

Advanced Arm Dynamics of Texas, LLC- Dallas  (214) 631-8200

Advanced Mobility Systems of Texas – Dallas & Ft. Worth (972) 270-7114
Excell Orthotics & Prosthetics- Denton  (940) 243-4198

Doug Brooks, CEO of Brinker International 

Hanger Prosthetics & Orthotics, Inc.- Dallas, Mesquite, Plano  (972) 226-6496

M-Power Prosthetics and Orthotics – Dallas  (214) 265- 5060

O&P Designs, Inc.- Dallas, Garland  (800) 886-6244

Orthopedic Solutions- Allen  (972) 390-8412

Strobel & Associates Prosthetics, Inc.- Plano  (972) 516-9538

Synergy Orthotics & Prosthetics – Plano, Flower Mound  (817) 430-9616

Texas Anaplastology Services- Irving (972) 467-6173

Bill Harvey has been one of our most loyal members for a long time, and was featured on the cover of inMotion after the Dallas ACA Conference. Recently he appeared in an episode of Prison Break with 2 other amputee veterans, Robert Fennell and Bob Sedor. He has moved to Georgia to be closer to his family and we will miss him very much. Another long-time DAN member, Stormie Woods, recently passed away. She donated our support group’s listing on www.smartpages.com and also linked DAN to diabetes organizations. She was a wonderful, generous person and will be greatly missed.
MEETING NOTES: The meeting was held on Monday, January 8th, from 6:00 to 8:00. There were 30 of us in the private room at Steak ‘N Ale, enjoying good food and drinks! Every seat was filled in the U-shaped arrangement, and there was a lot more talking and laughing because we were sitting so close together. They gave us the “Early-Bird” price on dinner all evening and we had excellent service. Alan Gatton, Therapeutic Recreation Coordinator for the City of Richardson, came to tell us about a new program they are offering for people with any disability, with activities and events to get people back to enjoying things they love to do. They have transportation available, and are looking for ideas of what would be most interesting and useful to our group members. This would be great for organizing get-togethers outside of our monthly meetings, and we’ll be happy to work with Alan on this valuable program. Possibilities include classes at the Recreation Center, group outings, or various sporting activities. If you have suggestions or just want to discuss it with Alan, contact him at (972) 744-7850 or alan.gatton@cor.gov. 
Three years ago Kay Loposer of Orthopedic Solutions developed the DAN Website and we owe her a huge thank-you for starting and maintaining it all this time. So far there are almost 5000 hits on our Website and because of Kay we have our information accessible to anyone on the Internet. And now we have a new Webmaster! Dan Johnsen has been a member of our group for a long time and has offered his time and talents to improve our Website and keep it current. He plans to add a Peer Visitor Directory and Resource Guide for new amputees, an updated Photo Gallery, and a list of our sponsors that includes a link to their Websites as well. We’re very grateful to Dan and look forward to working with him to make our Website better than ever.
This meeting was a planning session to talk about our goals for 2007, so first we went around the room and introduced ourselves. The areas to concentrate on are membership contact and meeting reminders, newsletter changes (new sections and articles), program suggestions, fund-raising ideas, and peer visitation. The DAN database needs to be updated, so volunteers for the Calling Committee include Jim Tucker, Joe Biegel, Randy Mecca, Jeff Lengl, Paul McDonald, Kathy Williams and Ellen Fernandes. Some people mentioned having social gatherings outside of the general meetings, such as going to ball games or musical events, taking a bus trip to a casino, potlucks in the park, and meeting for sports activities. A calendar of events could be posted on the Website for those interested in special activities with other DAN members. We used to have different people greet at each meeting, with other members introducing the first-time attendees and making them feel more comfortable in the group. There will be a sign-up sheet for amputees who want to take a turn at this; it really helps everyone get to know each other better, especially those who cannot come every time. We all need to be “Amp-bassadors of goodwill” for the Dallas Amputee Network!
The Texas Coalition for Insurance Parity Services is a grass-roots movement to pass a bill to help all amputees get the prosthetics they need. The proposed bill will require all insurance companies to provide at a minimum the equivalent of what Medicare covers for prosthetics. Some insurance companies are trying to reduce benefits for prosthetic devices to a one-time, lifetime benefit of $2500, which does not even cover the cost of one prosthetic limb! Even if amputees have not had insurance problems so far, it’s possible that more insurance companies will try and limit prosthetic coverage. We need to pass this bill to ensure that all Texas amputees with insurance have the same coverage that Medicare provides. Our lobbyist, Ignacio Maderas Jr., would like to receive as many e-mails as possible from amputees who are concerned about this problem, with your background and circumstances that led to your amputation. Please give him details of the coverage you have and why you want this bill to pass so that you and other amputees can get the prosthetics needed to carry on with life. There will be a press conference at the Capitol in Austin on Monday, January 29th to publicize this problem and gain more support for this bill.  
  (Message from Parity Movement Leaders:)

“At long last we have a date confirmed with our bill author/sponsors, Representative Pete Gallegos and Senator Judith Zafirini, to publicly announce our Parity bill. The rally will occur MONDAY, JANUARY 29th at the Capitol in Austin. There will be a ceremony with both bill authors to make a press release speech on the Capitol steps between 9 and 10am. The exact time will be scheduled in a few days and we'll let you know ASAP. The title of our presentation is "IT DOESN"T COST AN ARM AND A LEG." We're hoping to have a banner made with this theme message on it. After the ceremony is over, we can visit legislator offices and ask them to support our bill. It makes a huge impression when they actually see and talk to an amputee. We'll have a list of legislators for you to visit and a map of the Capitol campus for you on that day. The ceremony should last about an hour. Lunch will be provided by Hanger Prosthetics and served in a Capitol conference room. We can have a Parity business meeting during lunch.”   
To get more information about this grass-roots effort, contact Ignacio Maderas at IMADJR@aol.com or (512)-554-8508, or contact Mary Uherek at (512) 867-5140 or muherek@austin.rr.com. 
Upcoming Dallas Amputee Network Meeting programs will include:

· Kacey Cartwright will introduce a new system to combat pain, Advanced Bionics
· Dr. Stanley Thaw of HBO2 Works will talk about his new facility in Hurst and explain the benefits of hyperbaric oxygen therapy
· Michelle Torina and Bonnie Brawner will present a program in April (TBA)

· The Annual Conference of the Amputee Coalition of America will be held June 15-17 in Atlanta, Georgia, and any DAN member can be a delegate.

CONTACT NUMBERS

Ellen Fernandes----- (972) 234-5966

Sandy Seibert--------  (214) 533-5836

Paul McDonald------- (972) 226-0735
SEE YOU TUESDAY FEBRUARY 13TH AT LA HACIENDA RANCH!

