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HOTLINE- (972) 470-0505
www.dallasamputeenetwork.org
GOALS OF THIS SUPPORT GROUP:

· To foster an active network of people that will benefit everyone to some degree, not only by providing moral support, but also through a service-oriented source of information and communication for all amputees and family members

· To present programs and resource information to update members about new materials and techniques in prosthetics, and to promote physical fitness and social interaction for a healthier lifestyle, with “Un-limb-ited Possibilities”

· To provide peer visitors for new amputees in hospitals and rehab clinics, as well as models for students at UT Southwestern in Prosthetics and Physical Therapy
MARK YOUR CALENDARS! ****JOIN US ON MONDAY, AUGUST 14th
Our August meeting will be the second Monday, August 14 at the Ozona Grill & Bar at 4615 Greenville Avenue, Dallas, 75206, on the west side between Yale and University, (214) 265-9105. Glenn O’Neal and Debbie Berger will tell how they regained their strength and vitality after their amputations and how the ACA Conference helped them. Join us for dinner from 6:00 to 7:00, after which we announce upcoming events. The program “Bouncing Back” is 7:30-8:30. All amputees, friends and families are welcome.

DALLAS AMPUTEE NETWORK SPONSORS

 Our amputee support group is an all-volunteer nonprofit corporation and is classified as 501(c)3. Since we never collect dues from our members, we depend on tax-deductible contributions from our sponsors. If you or a company you are affiliated with would like to become a DAN sponsor, please call the HotLine, (972) 470-0505. We are very grateful for the companies and individuals who support us for 2006. They are as follows:

Advanced Arm Dynamics of Texas, LLC- Dallas  (214) 631-8200

Excell Orthotics & Prosthetics- Denton  (940) 243-4198

Doug Brooks, CEO of Brinker International 

Hanger Prosthetics & Orthotics, Inc.- Dallas, Mesquite, Plano  (972) 226-6496

O&P Designs, Inc.- Dallas, Garland  (800) 886-6244

Orthopedic Solutions- Allen  (972) 390-8412

Strobel & Associates Prosthetics, Inc.- Plano  (972) 516-9538

Synergy Orthotics & Prosthetics – Plano, Flower Mound  (817) 430-9616

Texas Anaplastology Services- Irving  (972) 467-6173
MEETING NOTES:
The July meeting of the Dallas Amputee Network was held at La Hacienda Ranch in Dallas. There were 31 people in attendance: 23 were amputees, and the rest were family, friends and professionals. Sandy Seibert welcomed everyone to the meeting, especially the amputees who were with us for the first time, Kathy Smith and Paul Lanciault. We are so glad they came and we hope to see them again soon. 

Willough Lust, one of DAN’s charter members, passed away on July 1 after a short illness. Last March she moved to Florida to be with her family and she enjoyed her independence, owning her own home in "The Villages," a retirement community near Orlando. In lieu of flowers, the family has requested that donations be made to the 
Dallas Amputee Network Memorial Fund, in memory of DAN members who have been active in our support group. If you have special memories of Willough that you'd like to share with the family, please e-mail her sister at mgadd@thevillages.net.

Mark Culbert is starting a satellite group of DAN in Denton that will meet monthly. The first meeting will be at the Elk’s Lodge in Denton at 228 E. Oak Street about a block east of the downtown square. The first meeting will be on Tuesday, August 15th, and the attendees will talk about what they want from the group and what they have to offer. There will be a dinner available for $5.00, including spaghetti and meatballs, salad, and garlic toast. Dinner is at 6:00 and if you plan to come, please RSVP by August 7th to Marty at DENTONELKS2446@NETZERO.NET or call (940) 383-2908 and leave a message, to make sure they prepare enough food. Anyone from DAN is welcome to attend, whether you live in the Denton area or not. Cindy Hooper of Excell Orthotics & Prosthetics in Denton is contacting all her amputee clients and will help sponsor the group. If you are interested in helping Mark, please contact him at (972) 741-5888 or mrc2810per@comcast.net.

On Saturday, June 10th, there was a meeting at the North Austin Medical Center to plan for the Texas Insurance Parity movement, to work on a bill to help amputees get the prosthetics they need. The proposed bill will require all insurance companies to provide at a minimum the equivalent of what Medicare covers for prosthetics.  Some insurance companies are trying to reduce benefits for prosthetic devices to a one-time, lifetime benefit of $2500, which does not even cover the cost of one prosthetic limb! Ruth Morris told us about the progress made so far by our lobbyist, Ignacio Maderas, and explained how important it was for all amputees to be involved in this effort. Even if amputees have not had insurance problems so far, it’s possible that more insurance companies will try and limit prosthetic coverage. We need to pass a bill that ensures that all Texas amputees with insurance have the same coverage that Medicare provides. Right now we are looking for amputees who would be available to testify about their experiences with insurance on July 27th in Austin.  Ignacio would like to receive as many e-mails as possible from amputees who have had problems with insurance, with background on your situation and circumstances that led to your amputation. Please give him details of the coverage you have and why you want this bill to pass so that you and other amputees can get the prosthetics needed to carry on with life. If you cannot be in Austin on July 27th  there will be other opportunities to testify, so if you believe in this important cause and would be willing to testify, contact Ignacio Maderas at IMADJR@aol.com or at (512)-554-8508. 
Cleveland Green, one of our most active members who has spent countless hours with amputees at the VA Hospital of Dallas, is in the hospital there and has serious spine problems. He’s in good spirits but could use some encouragement from his fellow DAN members. Call the VA Hospital at (214) 742-8387 to find out where he is and get his room phone number, or send him a card at: VA Hospital, 4500 S. Lancaster Road, Dallas, TX, 75216. He’s going to be there at least another month and he’d love to hear from you!

Five DAN members attended the 3-day ACA Conference in Minneapolis June 15-17: Debbie Berger, Glenn O’Neal, Sandy Seibert, Ellen Fernandes, and Cleveland Green. There were many exhibits and demonstrations of new prosthetics, as well as gait clinics, workshops for both arm and leg amputees, and a seminar on “How to Get the Perfect Prosthetic Fit.” Ellen brought handouts that summarized the main points covered, for those who were interested. Next month, Glenn and Debbie will relate some of their experiences at the Conference and tell us about the sessions that helped them the most.

Amputees Across America came through Texas four years ago, and they were here again on July 6th at the HealthSouth facility in Plano. This group of athletic amputee bicyclists started in California on June 5th and are relay-riding cross-country to Vero Beach, Florida. Joe Sapere started Amputees Across America and has done the ride every year. The other riders this year are A.J. Johnson and Gary Sommers, with guest riders, Ron King and John Vacca. They stop at HealthSouth facilities along their route to meet supporters and demonstrate that being an amputee does not limit anyone from doing what they want to do. These are outstanding athletes who have proven that ATTITUDE can accomplish great things. The DAN members who were there with a banner and DAN signs were Jim Tucker, Mark Culbert, Brook Haynes, Marge Eckert, Ellen Fernandes, Debbie Berger with her 4 children, and Emily Summitt with her 4. There were speakers and a reception with media coverage to honor them and welcome them to Texas. Marge rode Emily’s 2 youngest kids around on her scooter, and everyone got to talk to the cyclists, take pictures and get an autographed poster. It was quite an event. Next year when they come through, we hope to have more DAN members there to give them a bigger DAN welcome!
Randy Mecca, amputee comedian and vocalist, (and long-time DAN member) will be performing at Marde Gras Café on Saturday, July 15th. Doors open for dinner at 6:00 and the show is at 8:00. Admission - $5.00; amputees can get in “2-for-the-price-of-one.”

It’s at the Stemmons Tower, 2720 North Stemmons Fwy. (I-35), between Motor Street and Inwood Road. Call (214) 634-9669 for more information.

***See you at Ozona’s on August 14th!***

Ellen Fernandes…………(972) 234-5966           fernandes_ellen@hotmail.com
Sandy Seibert……………(214) 533-5836           s_cybert@msn.com  

Gina McWilliams………..(972) 670-0769            gmcwms@flash.net
Paul McDonald…………..(972) 226-0735           pmac042553@aol.com









