JUNE 2006
HOTLINE- (972) 470-0505
www.dallasamputeenetwork.org
GOALS OF THIS SUPPORT GROUP:

· To foster an active network of people that will benefit everyone to some degree, not only by providing moral support, but also through a service-oriented source of information and communication for all amputees and family members

· To present programs and resource information to update members about new materials and techniques in prosthetics, and to promote physical fitness and social interaction for a healthier lifestyle, with “Un-limb-ited Possibilities”

· To provide peer visitors for new amputees in hospitals and rehab clinics, as well as models for students at UT Southwestern in Prosthetics and Physical Therapy
MARK YOUR CALENDARS! ****JOIN US ON MONDAY, JULY 10
TH
Our July 10th meeting will be at La Hacienda Ranch in Dallas, located at 17390 Preston Road, at the SE corner of Preston Road and Summerside, about a mile north of Campbell Road. Join us for dinner from 6:00 to 7:00, after which we announce upcoming events. Then 5 DAN members attending the June 15-17 Amputee Coalition of America Conference will relate their experiences, followed by a group discussion of how this information can benefit our group. All amputees, their friends and families are welcome.

DALLAS AMPUTEE NETWORK SPONSORS

 Our amputee support group is an all-volunteer nonprofit corporation and is classified as 501(c)3. Since we never collect dues from our members, we depend on tax-deductible contributions from our sponsors. If you or a company you are affiliated with would like to become a DAN sponsor, please call the HotLine, (972) 470-0505. We are very grateful for the companies and individuals who support us for 2006. They are as follows:

Advanced Arm Dynamics of Texas, LLC- Dallas  (214) 631-8200

Excell Orthotics & Prosthetics- Denton  (940) 243-4198

Doug Brooks, CEO of Brinker International 

Hanger Prosthetics & Orthotics, Inc.- Dallas, Mesquite, Plano  (972) 226-6496

O&P Designs, Inc.- Dallas, Garland  (800) 886-6244

Orthopedic Solutions- Allen  (972) 390-8412

Strobel & Associates Prosthetics, Inc.- Plano  (972) 516-9538

Texas Anaplastology Services- Irving  (972) 467-6173
MEETING NOTES:
The June meeting of the Dallas Amputee Network was held at La Hacienda Ranch in Dallas. There were 48 people in attendance: 28 were amputees, and the rest were family/ friends and professionals. Debbie Berger welcomed everyone to the meeting, especially first-timers Wayne Briggs from Abilene, and Ameen Nuraldeen from Plano. We’re happy to meet them and hope they come next month. 

Justina and Angel Martinez donated some beautiful hand-made silver jewelry pieces to sell, with the proceeds going to the Dallas Amputee Network. The jewelry that is left will be at the next meeting. We truly appreciate these donations from Angel and Justina!

Mark Culbert wants to start a satellite group of DAN in Denton that could meet at his Elks lodge once a month. If you are interested in helping Mark, please contact him at (972) 741-5888 or mrc2810per@comcast.net.

Announcements and Upcoming Events:
On Saturday, June 10th, there will be a meeting from 10:00 to 4:00 at the North Austin Medical Center to plan for the Texas Insurance Parity movement, to work on a bill to help amputees get the prosthetics they need. At our meeting next month, the delegates who attend will tell us how we can help with this mission. Some insurance companies are trying to reduce benefits for prosthetic devices to a one-time, lifetime benefit of $1500! Contact Doug Roberts at  (512) 258-5424 or droberts625@yahoo.com for information.

Amputees Across America are 3 bicyclists doing a cross-country trip from California to the East Coast. They came through Texas four years ago, and they will be here again on July 6th at 2:00 at the Health South facility on 15th Street and Independence in Plano. There will be a reception with media coverage to honor them and welcome them to Texas. We need to let them know that there’s an amputee support group here in Dallas to encourage them on their long journey. Let’s show them that the Dallas Amputee Network cares, so join us at Health South on Thursday, July 6th to greet them and wish them well!

DARS is the new name for the Texas Rehabilitation Commission, and it stands for the Department of Assistive and Rehabilitative Services. They have already helped so many of our members with counseling, classes, and prosthetic devices to help them with anything they need to get back into the Texas workforce. Sandra Usrey-Prudhomme and Teresa Norrell, DARS representatives, described the services that are available to those with disabilities, and left information and business cards for those who need help.

Program:

Chris Lake of Advanced Arm Dynamics presented a program featuring innovations in upper extremity prosthetics. There have been great improvements in the effectiveness of these devices, due to government funding for research and state-of-the-art prosthetics for military personnel who have lost limbs overseas. They are lighter in weight and easier to use, and Chris passed around some examples of different prosthetic arms. Ruth Morris and Rob Dodson work for Advanced Arm Dynamics and they helped demonstrate how these arms work and answered questions from the group. We really appreciate this interesting and informational program by AAD, one of DAN’s strongest supporters.

***See you at La Hacienda Ranch on July 10th!***

For more information, call Ellen Fernandes at (972) 234-5966










