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www.dallasamputeenetwork.org
HOTLINE- (972) 470-0505

GOALS OF THIS SUPPORT GROUP:

· To foster an active network of people that will benefit everyone to some degree, not only by providing moral support, but also through a service-oriented source of information and communication for all amputees and family members

· To present programs and resource information to update members about new materials and techniques in prosthetics, and to promote physical fitness and social interaction for a healthier lifestyle, with “Un-limb-ited Possibilities”

· To provide peer visitors for new amputees in hospitals and rehab clinics, as well as models for students at UT Southwestern in Prosthetics and Physical Therapy

NEXT MEETING IS MONDAY, DECEMBER 12TH
Our December 12th meeting will be a holiday party held from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at The Village Clubhouse, 8308 Southwestern Boulevard, Dallas, near Greenville Avenue. We’ll be celebrating the end of another successful year with music and an Italian buffet for $10 per person. There will be door prizes too, so plan on coming! All amputees and their families are welcome. For directions to the Clubhouse, call (214) 772-3100. 

 Sponsorship: Our amputee support group is an all-volunteer nonprofit corporation and is classified as 501(c)3. Since we never collect dues from our members, we depend on tax-deductible contributions from our sponsors. We are very grateful for the companies and individuals who support us. They are as follows:

Advanced Arm Dynamics of Texas, LLC- Dallas  (214) 631-8200

Advanced Mobility Systems of Texas- Dallas, Ft. Worth  

Excell Orthotics & Prosthetics- Denton  (940) 243-4198

D&D Orthotics & Prosthetics- Irving  (972) 254-9292 

Hanger Prosthetics & Orthotics, Inc.- Dallas, Mesquite, Plano  (972) 226-6496

O&P Designs, Inc.- Dallas, Garland  (800) 886-6244

Orthopedic Solutions- Allen  (972) 390-8412

Strobel & Associates Prosthetics, Inc.- Plano  (972) 516-9538

Synergy Orthotics & Prosthetics, LLC- Plano  (972) 769-8344

Texas Anaplastology Services- Irving  (972) 467-6173
MEETING NOTES:

The November meeting of the Dallas Amputee Network was held at La Hacienda Ranch. Ellen Fernandes greeted everyone at the sign-in table and provided name tags. DAN bumper stickers and magnets were available and offered to attendees; publicity will hopefully attract more amputees to the Dallas Amputee Network, the only support group for amputees and their families in the Dallas area.

Announcements and Events: Ellen Fernandes welcomed everyone to the meeting, especially Joe Biegel, who was here for the first time. Jim Tucker had visited him with information about DAN and the ACA, and invited him to the meeting.

PALS (Prosthetic And Limb-Deficient Support) was founded in 1982 for the parents of amputee children, sponsored by the Scottish Rite Hospital Prosthetics Department in Dallas. Its purpose is to assist limb-deficient or amputee children with their individual social, emotional, and prosthetic needs, and to provide support to the families as well.  DAN has provided speakers for some of their meetings and took part in an adult amputee panel last year. Their Annual Christmas Party will be held Saturday, December 10th in the Scottish Rite Hospital dining room from 2-5 p.m. A buffet will be provided and there will be a marionette show for the children at 3:00. If you plan on going, please bring a new, unwrapped gift to be donated to a children’s charity. Let’s show them we care with our presence and presents, and continue to support their group however we can.

Starting in January 2006, our meetings will be on the first Tuesday of every month. Mariano’s Hacienda at 6300 Skillman near Abrams is a more central location, and I’ve booked their private meeting room for January 3rd.  Then Tuesday, February 7th we will try the Wild West in Plano, at Central Expressway and Plano Parkway across from Collin Creek Mall. We used to meet there when it was Juan’s Hacienda; we had some of our biggest meetings there. Our record attendance was 70 people in November 2003!

Program: “Bouncing Back!” Thomas Green has been an amputee since childhood and is a long-time member of DAN. Throughout his life he’s been a prime example of adaptability, and he told how he went to extreme lengths to do the things he wanted to do, especially in sports and marching band. He told us about the ingenious methods he used to make his prosthesis stronger, so that it wouldn’t break and he could keep on going. Thomas is a prime example of how resiliency and persistence paid off in fulfilling his dream, and how humor played a big part in making it happen. Bill Teitelbaum, Glenn O’Neal, Chris Summitt and Becky Campbell also shared their experiences with the group, to offer different perspectives on this important aspect of an amputee’s life. 

Other News: The Dana Bowman Limb Bank Foundation collects used prosthetic limbs to send overseas to make new prostheses for amputees in third-world countries. DAN has already donated used limbs to this organization, as well as Craig Gavras’ Limbs For Life in Oklahoma. If you or someone you know has any old artificial limbs to donate, please bring them to the next meeting, or call Ellen at (972) 470-0505 for pickup.

Everyone interested in being an “Amp-bassador for DAN” is welcome to join us to share information and friendship! Come December 12th and find out for yourself! 

Ellen Fernandes…………(972) 234-5966           fernandes_ellen@hotmail.com
Sandy Seibert……………(214) 533-5836           s_cybert@msn.com
Gina McWilliams……….(972) 670-0769            gmcwms@flash.net
Paul McDonald………….(972) 226-0735           pmac042553@aol.com









