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HOTLINE- (972) 470-0505

GOALS OF THIS SUPPORT GROUP:

· To foster an active network of people that will benefit everyone to some degree, not only by providing moral support, but also through a service-oriented source of information and communication for all amputees and family members

· To present programs and resource information to update members about new materials and techniques in prosthetics, and to promote physical fitness and social interaction for a healthier lifestyle, with “Un-limb-ited Possibilities”

· To provide peer visitors for new amputees in hospitals and rehab clinics, as well as models for students at UT Southwestern in Prosthetics and Physical Therapy

NEW MEETING LOCATION FOR MONDAY, FEBRUARY 14TH
Join us at the Golden Corral, 11917 East Northwest Highway in Dallas, 75218. It’s between LBJ (635) and Jupiter Road, near Fry’s and Sam’s Club. Going East on Northwest Hwy toward 635, turn left into the Sam’s entrance and right toward the Golden Corral parking lot. It’s handicap-friendly with lots of parking, a private meeting room, and an all-you-can-eat buffet for $8.95. Their desserts are fantastic! (You can choose not to eat dinner there and just come for the program at 7:30.) 

Dinner is from 6:00 to 7:00, after which there will be a drawing for door prizes (amputees only). The program at 7:30 will feature our DAN members who are military veterans. Cleveland Green, a bilateral amputee who recently joined our group, has been very active at the VA Hospital and is already a strong advocate of DAN wherever he goes. He will tell us of his plans to organize a veteran’s peer support group for the amputees returning from the war. Any veteran is welcome to come and share their views on this important project and join Cleveland in his efforts.

 Sponsorship: Our amputee support group is an all-volunteer nonprofit corporation and is classified as 501(c)3. Since we never collect dues from our members, we depend on tax-deductible contributions from our sponsors. As of this date, there are 11 sponsors of the Dallas Amputee Network for 2005. They are as follows:

Advanced Arm Dynamics of Texas, LLC- Dallas  (214) 631-8200

Excell Orthotics & Prosthetics- Denton  (940) 243-4198

D&D Orthotics & Prosthetics- Irving  (972) 254-9292 

Hanger Prosthetics & Orthotics, Inc.- Dallas, Mesquite, Plano  (214) 827-2021

Hedgecock Artificial Limb, Inc.- Dallas  (214) 744-3278

Jane Smith- Dallas

O&P Designs, Inc.- Dallas, Garland  (800) 886-6244

Orthopedic Solutions- Allen  (972) 390-8412

Strobel & Associates Prosthetics, Inc.- Plano  (972) 516-9538

Synergy Orthotics & Prosthetics, LLC- Plano  (972) 769-8344

Texas Anaplastology Services- Irving  (972) 467-6173

JANUARY MEETING NOTES

The January meeting of the Dallas Amputee Network was held at Herrera’s restaurant in Richardson. There were 49 attendees in all; 30 were amputees and the rest were family members, friends, and professionals in the prosthetics field. Many thanks go to Howard Ellis and Kathy Williams who signed everyone in at the door. The display table had DAN literature available, as well as inMotion and Active Living magazines to take home. 

Announcements: Sandy Seibert welcomed everyone, especially the amputees who were first-timers: Jerry Hull, Libby Wethington, and Sandra Mims visiting from Abilene. It was nice to meet them and we hope they will return to our group soon. It has been 2 years since the Dallas Amputee Network had a group picture taken and, even though many of our regulars could not be there, 30 of us posed for a current DAN Web site photo.

We were very sad to lose Bruce Smith who died on December 30, 2004. Bruce was a long-time member of the Dallas amputee Network who not only came to every meeting he was able to attend, but he also participated in all of the amputee sporting events that were available to him. He loved the adaptive water sports sponsored by Turning Point and enjoyed the summer activities at Lake Gladewater. He always wanted more amputees to be aware of these events and worked to publicize how much fun they were. Last fall five of us joined the Round Rock support group for a potluck party, and we also enjoyed an evening of Sixth Street Blues in Austin. He and Jerry McGee were great buddies. They shared so much and were close friends to the very end. We all loved Bruce and will miss his upbeat, enthusiastic attitude and his smiling face.  It was a pleasure to know him.       

Program: Malcolm Owen from Endolite North America showed a film to demonstrate the state-of-the-art Adaptive prosthetic leg and explained how it was different from others being used today. Dana Bowman of the Golden Knights who lost both his legs in a mid-air collision now skydives with the Adaptive leg. He presented his film of the sky-diving accident and his remarkable rehabilitation, slowly regaining his strength and skill through sheer determination. His lesson to us was that if we put our minds and hearts into it, we can all get back to doing the things we love. “It’s not the DISability; it’s the ABILITY!” Hanger Prosthetics & Orthotics provided the video equipment for the program. Thanks to Mark Ashford and Alan Shepard for making it such a success!

Everyone interested in those “pruned for greater growth” is welcome join us to share information and friendship! Come join us February 14th and find out for yourself! 

Ellen Fernandes…………(972) 234-5966           fernandes_ellen@hotmail.com
Sandy Seibert……………(214) 533-5836           sseibert@sbcglobal.net
Gina McWilliams……….(972) 670-0769            gmcwms@flash.net
Paul McDonald………….(972) 226-0735           pmac042553@aol.com
Jerry McGee…………….(972) 240-1449           jerrymcgee@comcast.net
Ken O’Grady…………….(972) 867-2850           ken@ogrady.net









