May 2004

www.dallasamputeenetwork.org
OUR MISSION:

· To foster an active network of people that will benefit everyone to some degree, not only by providing moral support, but also through a service-oriented source of information and communication for all amputees and family members

· To present programs and resource information to update members about new materials and techniques in prosthetics, and to promote physical fitness and social interaction for a healthier lifestyle, with “Un-limb-ited Possibilities”

· To provide peer visitors for new amputees in hospitals and rehab clinics, as well as models for students at UT Southwestern in Prosthetics and Physical Therapy

NEXT MEETING IS MONDAY, JUNE 14TH        

Starts at 6:00 p.m. at the American Legion Post 453, 2755 Bachman Dr., Dallas, located near Northwest Hwy and Webb Chapel Extension (not Webb Chapel Dr.) Call (214) 358-2934 for directions. There will be catered food and drinks available.

Program: The program will be a panel discussion on “ADA—The Rights and Responsibilities of Amputees.” The panel will cover the Rights we can expect wherever we have to go, and the Responsibilities we have in being aware of noncompliance and knowing what to do about it. Everyone may share their experiences and views so we can learn from each other. Many thanks to Commander Jim Robinson and American Legion Post 453 for donating their facility to us for this important meeting!

MAY MEETING NOTES

The May meeting of the Dallas Amputee Network was held at American Legion Post 507 on Elam Road in Balch Springs. Bob Sedor, a long-time member of our group and an American Legionnaire, reserved the facility for us and Country Sue provided the entertainment. It was the two-year anniversary of the very first Dallas Amputee Network meeting, and we celebrated the occasion with karaoke music, dancing, and food catered by Ace Pacina and Julia Cunningham, plus two cakes specially decorated by them! Thanks again to American Legion Post 507 and Sid McIntosh for hosting the party!

Announcements:
Channel 39 Telemundo will air a 4-part special on May 27th and 28th, including interviews with 9 of the Dallas Amputee Network members. Tune in at 5:00 and 10:00 both Thursday and Friday. Five of us were interviewed in English, and four Hispanics were interviewed in their homes. It will be televised in Spanish for their target audience, but hopefully we will be able to get a tape of a translated version for our group to view. 

May 16th will be the last day of the Turning Point Sporting Event Weekend, and Dana Bowman will be skydiving at Bachman Lake. Call Shorty at (972) 524-4231 or go to our Web site and click on the link for Turning Point for more information.

May 22nd is the Mansfield Amputee Golf Tournament. We have entry blanks if you’re interested in going, or call Bob Vedder at (972) 293-0423 for more information.

PALS, the support group for limb-deficient and amputee children and their parents, will have their annual picnic on Friday, June 11th at Scottish Rite Hospital, starting at 6:30. There will be barbeque catered in, with attendees bringing a side dish (salad, chips, dips). The Hella Shrine Clown Unit will be there for the kids. All DAN members are encouraged to attend and show our support. They still need a campsite for a 1-day event this summer. If you can help with this, call Brenda Staples at  Metro (817) 477-2968.

The Amputee Coalition of America (ACA) Conference in Nashville is August 5-7 this year. If you’re interested in attending, there will be carpooling options from Dallas, so contact one of us to make plans. There is registration information in inMotion, or in the ACA link on our Web site. We encourage all amputees to join the ACA, but if you would like to receive the inMotion magazine free, ACA offers limited membership to amputees. Call 1-888-AMP-KNOW to find out more. Next year, the ACA Conference will be in Dallas. We will definitely be involved in the activities and events! 

DAN polo shirts are now available for $18-$20 to wear during peer visits, special events and at the meetings. We also have DAN badges with our name and logo, attachable to any shirt with a magnet. If you are interested in ordering a polo shirt, badge or DAN cap for $10, call Jerry McGee at (972) 240-1449. If anyone wants DAN business cards to give out to new amputees we see on peer visits or out in public, Sandy Seibert has a template that can be inexpensively customized for you. Contact her at (972) 470-0505.
Dr. Suh-Jen Lin of TWU is still looking for BK amputees to help with her research on how the weight of an amputee’s prosthesis affects the gait and thigh muscle strength of both legs, with improved rehabilitation in mind. If you are interested in finding out if you qualify for this study (paying $100), contact her at (214) 706-2461 or slin@twu.edu. .

Wright-way, Inc. specializes in modifications to homes and vehicles for people with disabilities. They do any kind of accessibility modifications to accommodate needs of the physically challenged. Contact them at (800) 241-8839 or www.wrightwayinc.com 

Everyone concerned about those who have been “pruned for greater growth” is welcome to join us to share information, motivation and friendship with some truly great people! Come to the meeting on June 14th and find out for yourself!
Ellen Fernandes     (972) 234-5966    fernandes_ellen@hotmail.com
Sandy Seibert         (972) 470-0505    sseibert@sbcglobal.net
Paul McDonald      (972) 226-0735    pmac042553@aol.com
Jerry McGee          (972) 240-1449    jerrymcgee@comcast.net 

